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CENTENNIAL POEM TO BE
INCLUDED IN CONVOCATION
Alumni and friends of Rollins are
invited to submit a Centennial poem for
the 100th birthday celebration.
Submissions from students and faculty
will also be solicited. A committee of
students and faculty will select one as
the official "Centennial Poem," and it
will be included in the Centennial
Convocation Program and will be
published in the Fall, 1985 issue of
"Brushing," the campus literary
magazine. Submissions are due in the
College Relations Office by October 1,
1985.
SULLIVAN SCHOLARS AND
MEDALISTS FOCUS OF
CENTENNIAL LUNCHEON
One of the largest events for Rollins
alumni, friends, students, faculty and
staff during the Centennial Weekend is
expected to be the Centennial
Luncheon on Sunday afternoon,
November 3, 1985. The event will
include special recognition of alumni of
Rollins who have been honored with
either the Sullivan Scholarship or the
prestigious Sullivan Medallion.
Alumni who fall in either category
should already have received a
questionnaire referring to the
Centennial recognition program. If
alumni in those categories have not
been contacted with a questionnaire,
they are asked to call the Rollins
Alumni Association so records can be
corrected and the material provided.
CHOIR ALUMNI INVITED TO
PARTICIPATE IN CHOIR
ACTIVITIES
Director of Chapel Music Alexander
Anderson invites former Chapel Choir
members attending the Centennial
celebration to participate in the

Weekend's Choir activities. The
highlight of the November 3 concert
will be a performance of Leonard
Bernstein's "Chichester Psalms."
Featured as soloist with the Orlando
Chamber Players will be Sherwood
Hawkins '74. He will perform the
"Concerto for Oboe and Strings" by
Malcomb Arnold. A special luncheon is
planned following the 11 a.m. Chapel
Service. Please contact Mr. Anderson
(Campus Box 2738) or call the Chapel
Office (646-2115) if you are interested in
participating.
CENTENNIAL TO BE CELEBRATED
ALL YEAR
In addition to the special celebration
planned for the November 1-4
weekend, additional Centennial events
have been held already and others are
planned for the Centennial time frame
which extends until graduation of The
Second Century Class, the Class of '86,
in May.
Last year, events included the
reenactment of the Edward Payson
Hooker sermon to the Florida
Congregational Association calling for
the founding of a college in Florida.
Other activities included the Centennial
Reunion in March, dedication of The
Olin Library in April and graduation of
The First Century Class, the Class of
'85. Last month, the Orlando/Winter
Park community recognized the
milestone with the annual meeting of
the Greater Orlando Arts Council
which was themed as "A Salute to the
Arts & Higher Education in Central
Florida on the Occasion of the Rollins
College Centennial." Author and arts
patron George Plimpton addressed a
full house audience of Central Florida
residents and representatives of the
area's four colleges—Rollins, the
University of Central Florida, Valencia
Community College and Seminole
Community College.
Following the November 1-4
celebration activities, a Centennial

Speakers Series of academic colloquia
will be held during the remainder of
the academic year.
Special Centennial events honoring
the Division of Continuing Education,
the Roy E. Crummer Graduate School
of Business and the Patrick Air Force
Base Branch of Rollins are also planned
by those Rollins divisions.
Finally, a year long display of
materials from the Rollins College
Archives has been installed on the
entrance level of The Olin Library.
CENTENNIAL EVENTS PLANNING
COMMITTEE CONCLUDES WORK
The Centennial events highlighted
here are the result of six months of
planning provided by members of the
Centennial Events Planning Committee.
The Committee, chaired by Knowles
Chapel Dean Emeritus Theodore Darrah
included:
Mark Carlin '88
Gary Brewer, Winter Park City
Commissioner
Larry Eng-Wilmot, Associate Professor of
Chemistry
Mark Gabriel '86
Gigi Goldstein '85
Jack Lane, Alexander Weddell Professor
of History
Mrs. Rodman (Kay) Lehman '27
Ron Logan, Vice President/
Entertainment, Walt Disney World
Co.
S. Joseph Nassif, Professor of Theater
Arts and Director, Annie Russell
Theatre
Christopher Ramsay '80
Beth Rapp '87
Stephen Steck, President, Public
Broadcast Center
Susan Thompson '68, Alumni Association
Executive Director
Jean West, Irving Bacheller Professor of
Creative Writing
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"The Lies
Commencement
Speakers
Tell"
On Commencement Day, May 26, 1985,
Dr. Charles M. Edmondson, Professor of
History, challenged members of the Class of
1985 with his frank and honest remarks
about the world awaiting them. At the
request of many of our alumni, his
Commencement Address is printed here in
its entirety.

Graduates of 1985, distinguished
Trustees, President Seymour, families,
friends and honored guests:
It is intimidating for a member of the
faculty to deliver the Valedictory to the
Class of 1985. I feel somewhat like a
pastry chef at the end of a twelve
course banquet. Those who took my
courses are already filled and couldn't
"eat another thing." The rest of you
have successfully dieted for four years
and don't want to "blow it" at the last
minute.
I also recognize that for some of you
to spend your last day at Rollins
listening to a professor from the dread
Department of History is a bit scary.
Given the ferocious reputation of the
History department, some of you
probably expect that when I finish we
will adjourn to the parking lot, pass out
the blue books and hold one last
examination. Fear not. Final
examinations are over; this is
Commencement Day.
Commencement day is an occasion to
celebrate accomplishment and the
completion of a rite of passage. Eager
to play a role in such celebrations,
commencement speakers often attempt
to put a new spin on old platitudes and

cliches, resort to flattery, and even tell
lies. I can't do any of those.
Remembering all the papers written for
me by members of the Class of '85, I
know only too well that there is no
cliche or platitude which I could
refurbish which you have not tried to
inflict on me already! Remembering all
the Cs I have assigned to you (and the
biting comments I have written on
some of your exams and papers), I also
realize that I cannot be a credible
flatterer. More seriously, though, as I
stand before the graduates of '85, many
of whom are especially dear to me, I
believe that you deserve a final word,
which though affectionate, is frank; and
so I shall endeavor to use these
remarks to expose the lies
commencement speakers tell.
Yes, it is true! Over the years, I have
listened to more than 40

. . . commencement
speakers often attempt to
put a new spin on old
platitudes and cliches,
resort to flattery, and tven
tell lies. I can't do any of
those.
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commencement speeches, and most of
them were filled with lies. Even now,
in commencement ceremonies at other
colleges all across America, thousands
of credulous graduates are hearing a
litany of falsehoods from dozens of
speakers who are more prominent than
I but less careful about the truth. What
are these lies that commencement
speakers tell, and what are the truths
that they obscure?
Perhaps the most frequent and most
offensive lie which commencement
speakers tell graduates is that they are
about to enter the "real world." This is
not only false, it is insulting to any
graduating class and its alma mater. It
implies that what you have done for
the past four years has little value. It
suggests that ideas, mathematical
concepts, the search for aesthetic values
and building the habits of critical
analysis are less real and thus inferior
to the world of products and practical
services. By such criteria,
understanding the meaning of virtue in
Aristotle is less worthwhile than selling
a laxative on television, and learning
Marx's concept of class struggle is less
important than finding a new formula
for Coca Cola.
The lie about "entering the real

world" also flies in the face of much
obvious countervailing evidence. This
"real world" which you will soon
enter, and which is alleged to "face
facts" and be "tough minded," has, in
truth, little taste for reality and a
growing preference for fantasy. I have a
few modest examples to recite for you.
Approximately two months ago, the
House of Representatives' Committee
on Agriculture learned of the
impending extinction of the American
family farm (no one ever said that
timeliness was a trait of the real world!)
and launched public hearings on the
plight of the American farmer. Whom
did they call as expert witnesses? Those
three famous American farmers, Jessica
Lange, Sissy Spacek, and Jane Fonda,
whose expertise consists of having
portrayed farm women in films. Such
behavior is strongly redolent of a well
known agricultural byproduct; but it
scarcely reflects a penchant for reality.
I have another example which you
may find considerably less amusing.
For nearly half a century, informed
observers of Nicaragua warned
American leaders that the repressive
dictatorship of that country, and the
social and economic inequities which it
perpetrated, would result in a radical
revolution and presented myriad facts
to indicate that continued American
support for the dictatorship would
promote revolutionary leadership by
people unsympathetic to the interests
of the United States. Did "real world"
leaders "face facts?" Hardly. They
denied the facts and ignored the
warnings. Then, when those warnings
materialized, American leaders
continued to ignore facts by attributing

the entire Sandinista Revolution to the
myth of a Soviet conspiracy.
One could recite dozens of examples
like these which indicate that the
graduates of 1985 are entering a realm
more like the "Twilight Zone" than the
"real world."
The second lie which Commencement
speakers often tell graduates is that the
"real world" eagerly awaits their
arrival. This is a transparent falsehood.
The incumbent elite of industry,
commerce, government, and academia
does not await your wisdom with
trembling anticipation. In fact, many in
the "real world" know about you only
what they have seen in Doonesbury

. . . unless you continue
learning, by teaching
yourselves, then by the
year 2000 you may feel as
obsolete as a covered
wagon at the Indianapolis
500.
cartoons and "Entertainment Tonight"
reports of students cavorting in the surf
and suds of Fort Lauderdale. These
views, however distorted, make them
skeptical about your priorities, work
habits, and values. Moreover, the older
generations with whom you will soon
work are relatively more numerous and
more vigorous than ever before. They
are also less disposed (and less
financially able) than ever to gracefully
relinquish responsibility and retire from
positions of authority. Given such
demographic and cultural trends, the
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graduates of 1985 will probably have to
work longer and harder than any in
recent history to achieve a position of
credibility.
A third common commencement lie is
that the graduating class is the best
prepared in the history of American
education and that its members are
uniquely attuned to the future. This is
a particularly seductive lie because it
appeals so strongly to the vanity of
both the graduating class and the
faculty who have taught them. The
awful truth is that you may be no
better prepared for or attuned to the
future than your grandparents. The
most respected and profound estimates
of the future foretell that the next
quarter of a century is likely to bring
quantitative and qualitative changes of
a magnitude without historical
precedent. These changes are expected
to be particularly acute in the areas of
information collection, processing,
storage, and dissemination (the areas
where many of you expect to work).
Such developments are likely to
invalidate not only much of the
information and most of the practical
skills which you acquired at Rollins, but
many of our most fundamental
assumptions about management
technique, political organization, and
the structure of work. They will surely
revolutionize our modes of
communication. Therefore, I deeply
hope that you grasped the central
purpose of a Rollins education: which
seeks both to inculcate in students a
love of learning and to teach you how
to teach yourselves. Indeed, unless you
continue learning, by teaching
yourselves, then by the year 2000 you
may feel as obsolete as a covered
wagon at the Indianapolis 500.
Commencement speakers tell a fourth
lie when they declaim their supreme
confidence in the fitness of the
graduating class to respond to the
"challenge of the future."

Your generation of students
has been the victim of cruel
and unusual historical
circumstances: during your
undergraduate years college
campuses have been
hammered relentlessly by
affluence, order, and
serenity!
While I do not depreciate your
intelligence and energy, I do worry
about how you will respond to the
exigencies of the future. Your
generation of students has been the
victim of cruel and unusual historical
circumstances: during your
undergraduate years college campuses
have been hammered relentlessly by
affluence, order, or serenity!
It is neither sarcastic nor flippant to
say that the greatest disturbance on
most campuses for the last four years
has been the threat that the legal
drinking age would be raised to 21.
Do not mistake my meaning. It is not
your fault that you passed through
adolescence in a time of affluence, and
I do not wish material deprivation on
any of you. But, as the Romans found
(and Juvenal wrote), affluence and
comfort can be more debilitating than
war; for (as Galbraith reminds us),
affluence destroys our ability to
distinguish luxury from necessity.
The college students of the 1960s may
have been uniquely fortunate. The Civil
Rights movement and the protest
against American involvement in
Vietnam rescued many of us from the
debilitation of aimless affluence by
challenging our sense of citizenship and
introducing us to moral complexity at a
time in our lives when we had few
enough responsibilities and little
enough to lose to make the risks of
commitment viable.
Your generation may not be so
fortunate. You are likely to be
confronted by inescapable challenges
only after accepting responsibility for
other people who can be hurt deeply
by the risks you take. Your moral
courage may not be tested and the risks
of commitment may not arise until that
agonizing moment when your career
goals are finally within reach. Worst of
all, it is a near certainty that your risks
and challenges will be more complex
than those of the 1960s. It is a near
certainty that your risks and challenges

will not come in a form as easily
recognizable and safely remote as those
of racial segregation in the Deep South
or a war fought in Vietnam, by young
Americans too poor to attend college.
And you must be prepared for the
absolute certainty that they will rarely
present you with a face so singularly
(and conveniently) evil as that of
Apartheid.
As Hannah Arendt warned us,
Twentieth Century evil has exchanged
the dramatic and even extravagant
imagery of mythology for the cloak of
banality. For the graduates of 1985, evil
may well come from the genial and

I deeply hope that the
values which we tried to
instill at Rollins will prompt
you to synthesize . . .
commitment with
consciousness and
compassion and find the
courage to take important
risks.
well-intentioned developer who
sincerely seeks to fulfill a legitimate and
pressing public need for housing by
building subdivisions on a water
recharge area. It may take the form of
pressure to serve the good of the
corporation, to protect a colleague, or
to preserve the image of a great
university by suppressing information
which is potentially important to public
well-being. This pressure will probably
take the bland form of admonitions to
be a "team player" or "to work within
the system." Avoiding the risks implicit
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in each of these dilemmas will not
appear to have dramatic consequences.
This is most deceptive. Avoiding such
risks inflicted the "Big Chill" on my
generation, which had once displayed
deep passion and courageous
commitment on behalf of civil rights
and anti-war protests.
For you, as for us, evading the risks
of these unspectacular, banal, and
routine dilemmas poses a critical
danger: the subordination of our
individuality to the requirements of the
very institutions which were intended
to serve us. Lubricated by complacency,
such evasions can ultimately deprive us
of our humanity and transform us into
Jose Orega Y Gasset's "Mass Man,"
whose characteristics are generic,
undifferentiated, and interchangeable.
By now, the audience may have
concluded that I envision your future to
be dark and futile. I hope that the
Class of '85 knows that to be a
misperception. I believe that while at
Rollins, students learn that identifying
problems and measuring their difficulty
is the first step in finding solutions.
Just as you understand that
unconditional surrender is not the sole
alternative to easy victory, so, too, you
must understand that attempts to be
candid and critical should not be
treated as signs of despair and
cowardice. Above all, I believe that the
members of this graduating class have
too much self respect to need or want a
valedictory address filled with false
bravado.
There is much in the Class of 1985 to
inspire hope. Your participation in last
year's discussion of the dangers of
nuclear war demonstrated a high level
of consciousness, and your response to
the campaign against world hunger and
for famine relief in Africa testifies that
there is compassion among you. Never
be obsolete. I have personally observed
in many of you the drive for personal
achievement which denotes a capacity
for commitment. I deeply hope that the
values which we tried to instill at
Rollins will prompt you to synthesize
that commitment with consciousness
and compassion and find the courage
to take important risks.
Above all, I take hope from the
realization that there is not a single
student among this graduating class to
whom at least one member of the
Rollins faculty would not wish me to
say, on their behalf, we love you, we
shall never forget you, and we shall
always be glad that you came to
Rollins. Good-bye. E

Continuing Education
at Rollins:
A Silver Anniversary

This fall, as Rollins College
celebrates its Centennial,
Continuing Education is involved
in a celebration of its own: the
commemoration of its 25th anniversary
at Rollins.
In truth, Rollins has been responding
to the educational and cultural needs of
the Central Florida community
throughout its 100-year history. During
the administration of the late Hamilton
Holt, these needs were met by
extensive lecture series, informal
courses and special events.
With the rapid growth and
development of the area following
World War II came requests for
additional educational services. In 1950,
the College began to offer late
afternoon and evening courses at
nearby military institutions, a program
which became known as Operation
Bootstrap. In 1956, the program for
adults became campus-based, except for
the Patrick Air Force Base Program
(now known as the Patrick Branch of
Rollins College).
However, it was not until 1960 that
the coordination and consolidation of
all community educational services into
the Rollins Institute for General Studies
took place. The Institute was
authorized by formal action of the
Executive Committee of the Board of
Trustees of Rollins College on
September 7, 1960. Twenty-five years
later, on September 7, 1985, students,
alumni, faculty and administration, as
well as corporate and other community
supporters, gathered for a gala
celebration of the Silver Anniversary of
Continuing Education at Rollins.
During its 25 years, the Institute,
which became known as Continuing
Education, flourished under the
competent leadership of deans George
Saute, Daniel Riva and Bettina Beer.
Over time the curriculum and emphasis
of the program has changed to meet
the changing needs of the community.
Today, Continuing Education strongly
reflects Rollins' commitment to
educational excellence. Its academic
standards and curriculum are
determined by the standing committees
of the Faculty, and 75 percent of the
instruction is provided by full-time
Rollins faculty.
Continuing Education at Rollins
College is based upon several
fundamental principles:

The Continuing Education staff: (I. to r.) Helen McLaughlin, Evelyn Banks, Bob Miller, Gloria ChandlerGumbs, Alice Hart and Sharon Lusk.

1. Quality: Nationally, adult degree
programs tend to be less demanding
academically than those offered for
traditional-age students. This is not the
case at Rollins, and we remain
committed to providing a Continuing
Education program which sets a
standard of excellence both regionally
and nationally.
2. Curriculum: We believe that a
liberal arts curriculum at the
undergraduate level is the best
preparation for personal development
and subsequent career development.
We are dedicated to offering an
exceptional liberal arts curriculum, but
one which is supplemented with
appropriate applied programs. We have
recently added a major in applied
psychology, known as Organizational
Behavior, to complement our existing
psychology major. Discussions are
being held regarding the possibility of
additional programs in Organizational
Communication and Computer
Information Systems.
3. Adult Learners: The faculty and
administration are committed to
providing an educational experience
that is appropriate and meaningful for
adult students. We recognize the
richness of experience that adults bring
into the classroom, and we recruit
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faculty who can tap this resource in a
way that makes Continuing Education
an exciting adventure for students and
instructors alike. Advisement,
counseling, registration and course
scheduling are designed to serve the
adult learner in the most effective way.
Philip Selznick has defined an
institution as an organization which has
achieved intrinsic value in a community
and has come to be valued for its own
sake. Has Continuing Education at
Rollins become an institution? To
respond, we need to listen to the voices
of our faculty, who speak of the sheer
enjoyment of teaching Continuing
Education students. We need to listen
to our current students, who speak of
their pride in the program's high
academic standards as well as their
immense satisfaction with the high
quality of instruction and the manner in
which the College responds to their
needs as adults. We need to listen to
our alumni, who speak of pride in their
diplomas—diplomas which were earned
despite the demands of family and
career. All these voices tell me that
Rollins and the community have
together created an institution . . . one
which can embark upon its next 25
years with confidence and pride. 11
Robert A. Miller
Dean, Continuing Education

What Continuing Education has meant for me

Name: Mary T. Scott
Educational Status: Student
Hometown: Orlando, FL
Occupation: Special Projects
Coordinator, Employee
Relations, The Orlando
Sentinel
i i One of my lifetime goals
is to get my bachelor's
degree. I was 31, married
and still working as an
executive secretary when I
decided to enter the
Continuing Education
program at Rollins. I knew
that going back to school at
night would not be easy, but
would be worth it—and it
has been! Fortunately, I have
an understanding husband!
It's going to take me ages to
get my degree—I'm taking
one course at a time because
that's all I can handle. My
husband and job are very
important to me, too.
I know that working
toward my degree will help
me in my work and that I
will grow personally from
the experience. I believe my
managers have interpreted
my going to school as a sign
of a woman with ambition
and the desire to improve—
and one who is well
organized, and so indirectly,
I think it helped me get
promoted to my current
position.
My experience at Rollins
has been very positive. The
students, instructors,
counselors and office staff all
work together to make the
program the success it is.
I'm proud to say I'm part of
it! ? )

Name: Darryl F. Howard
Educational Status: Student
Hometown: Orlando, FL
Occupation: Forecaster,
United Telephone
Company of Florida
6 i My main reason for
entering the Continuing
Education program at
Rollins was to prepare
myself for future career
opportunities within my
company.
I had graduated from
Seminole Community
College in 1982 and
immediately enrolled at
Rollins. This meant two to
three nights a week and
some weekends away from
my family. I presently have
three children, and they and
my wife will be glad when I
finish my education.
Sometime soon I will tell
them that I plan to continue
my education and pursue
my master's at Rollins!
Rollins' Continuing
Education program is an
excellent education program
for the full-time worker. The
program offers a high quality
liberal arts education, and
schedules are set well in
advance, allowing ample
time for planning ahead.
The enrichment I have
received from Rollins has
been multi-faceted. I have
made numerous business
contacts, gained confidence,
and learned to think for
myself.) )

• • •

Name: Andrea T. Eliscu
Educational Status: Alumna
Hometown: Orlando, FL
Occupation: President,
Medical Marketing Inc.
( (Asa registered nurse, I
was discouraged at always
being on the bottom of the
checklist for education
whenever I filled out an
administrative form. I
decided that I wanted to
earn a bachelor's degree and
be third from the top of the
list!
I was 34 years old when I
made the decision to return
to school. My children were
8 and 10 years old. I had
been working as a tennis pro
shop manager and buyer for
the four years previous and
decided that I needed more
challenge in my life. I
wanted formal education and
a total change of pace.
For me, Rollins was the
ideal place to earn my
degree. It was affordable,
geographically desirable and
met my time frame
requirements.
I thoroughly enjoyed the
Rollins Continuing Education
program. I was stimulated
and excited to be in classes
and have open discussions
with people of varied
backgrounds.
I now have my own
business in a health-related
area and seem to have
gained credibility that I don't
believe I would have without
a college degree. It's never
too late to increase your
knowledge and opportunities
for learning. Earning your
degree can give you a great
sense of self esteem. It is
something you earn, not
something you purchase. ) 5
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Name: Fred Munro
Educational Status: Alumnus
Hometown: Cocoa, FL
Occupation: Senior
Writer/Editor, Martin
Marietta Aerospace
i (When I entered the
Continuing Education
program, I lived in
Melbourne, commuted to
Orlando to work, and went
to Rollins at night. I had quit
college after my junior year
in 1978 to start a career, but,
being a goal-oriented person,
I was determined to
complete my degree.
I was impressed with the
'no nonsense, don't waste
my time' approach to
learning used in the
Continuing Education
program. The many evenings
I sat in class when I would
rather have been elsewhere
gave me a greater
appreciation of my degree
and all the effort that went
into achieving it under the
circumstances I faced at the
time.
Generally, I have gained a
more positive and
constructive attitude towards
college than I had when
attending full-time with my
parents' financial support.
I'm currently looking
forward to the time when I
will go back and start on my
master's degree. ) )

Name: George C. Duke
Educational Status: Alumnus
Hometown: Orlando, FL
Occupation: Police Officer,
Orlando Police Department
(41 entered the Continuing
Education program because I
wanted to expand my
knowledge of certain studies,
explore new areas and
broaden my base of learning.
I went back to school for me,
not my job. I find that
school provides me with a
great deal of personal
accomplishment and
satisfaction.
I entered the program in
1979 with two years of
college already completed at
other local colleges. I was 24
years old and had three
years to my credit with the
Orlando Police Department. I
took advantage of the
opportunity to use LEEP
(Law Enforcement Education
Program) funds until they
ran out. When I came to the
realization that a degree was
important to me, I obtained
additional funding through
the city. Because it was
sometimes necessary for me
to attend classes during my
shift, I had to save up time
for school by working
overtime.
Although the benefits of
receiving a degree have not
been fully recognized in my
field, I feel a degree can
influence promotions
because it indicates
perseverance and continued
effort to improve oneself and
one's standing. Should I
consider entering the private
sector, I feel that I would
have invaluable assets with
my experience and my
degree.) )

Name: Beckie Krazit
Educational Status: Student
Hometown: Orlando, FL
Occupation: International/
College Relations
Representative, Walt
Disney World Co.

Name: Roberta McCall
Educational Status: Student
Hometown: Winter Park, FL
Occupation: Paralegal,
Probate & Tax Division,
Akerman, Senterfitt &
Eidson

Name: John A. Terrell, Jr.
Educational Status: Alumnus
Hometown: Winter Garden,
FL
Occupation: President,
Wingard Construction and
Real Estate, Inc.

i (Personal enrichment and
degree attainment were my
main objectives for entering
the Continuing Education
program at Rollins. I was 28
years old when I entered the
program. I am not married
and have no children, so any
sacrifices I am making to
attend school seem
insignificant.
For me, the greatest
benefit of the experience has
been the personal and
business friendships I have
made.
The Rollins Continuing
Education program is
creative, adaptive, and
supportive. It has been a
pleasure participating in the
program, and I recommend
it to others who seek to
further their education. We
all have reservations about
returning to school after
years of being away from the
classroom. However, a
program such as Rollins'
Division of Continuing
Education invites you in and
embraces you as a member
of a small family unit,
providing a non-threatening
environment and comfortable
atmosphere which eases the
return to the academic
world.) )

i i For many years I wanted
to go back to school. I have
worked as a secretary, legal
secretary and paralegal since
1960, with all the duties of a
housewife and mother. I
took a few courses in the
'70s, but I was 56 when I
began school again on a
regular basis in 1982.
Going back to school has
been the fulfillment of a
desire I had for many years.
It has enriched my life with
new friends (both faculty
and students) and has
helped me professionally. It
has also made me feel better
about myself in general. One
interesting sidelight: my sons
seem proud of me.
Most of the faculty I have
encountered in the evening
program are graduates of
outstanding institutions and
are great instructors. I
admire their enthusiasm for
teaching evening classes and
their dedication to the
quality of education at
Rollins.
My husband died in
March, 1984, and I believe
my involvement in school
made the process of grief
easier those first few months
by giving me a purpose and
a place where I was
obligated to be.
Continuing Education has
made me feel younger and
more alive. I'd do it
again!) )

i il entered the Rollins
Continuing Education
program because I felt that a
degree in management
would enhance my abilities
to operate my own
company. Also, there was an
inner need for personal
growth that had to be met,
and Rollins' program fulfilled
that need.
When I started the
program, I had just gotten
married and was thinking
seriously about changing
vocations. Many sacrifices
had to be made, both
financially and with the
family, for me to complete
the requirements of the
program. But, when all was
said and done, it was worth
the effort. Without Rollins'
evening courses, I would not
have had the knowledge
required to accomplish my
goals. Personally, I have
grown because of the
experience, and businesswise, a lot of decisions were
later made because of things
I learned in the courses I
took for my degree.
My years in the
Continuing Education
program at Rollins were very
meaningful and would not
be traded for anything.) )
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Name: Jerry Guinn
Educational Status: Alumnus
Hometown: Kissimmee, FL
Occupation: Real Estate
Broker, Merrill Lynch
Realty

Name: Sam Frazee
Educational Status: Student
Hometown: Winter Park, FL
Occupation: Personnel
Director, City of Altamonte
Springs

( (After working for N.C.R.
as a design engineer for a
number of years, it was time
for me to make a decision
regarding a career change. I
made the change to sales,
and I felt Rollins would give
me a background which
would help me in this
career.
I believe my Rollins
education has helped me
provide better service to my
clients. Rollins is very well
known and respected, and
being a Rollins graduate
seems to be an impressive
credential to my clients.
The Rollins program
offered generally exceptional
instructors and informative
and useful courses. Rollins
seems to acknowledge the
different needs of the
continuing education student
and make an effort to
accommodate those needs.
It was sometimes difficult
to devote the time necessary
to complete my studies
because my work demanded
much of me during that
time. If you want to further
your education, you must
resolve to do it. Set a plan
for accomplishing your goal,
then stick with it. It may
seem a little overwhelming
when you first start out, but
staying with it at a steady
pace will eventually get you
where you want to be. 5 5

(41 was 32 years old and a
newly appointed personnel
director when I entered the
Continuing Education
program. Being in that
position, I realized the
importance of education for
the continued career
opportunities which I seek.
(I consider myself lucky to
have had the opportunity to
achieve the position of
Personnel Director without a
degree.)
My goal has been to
enhance my career as well as
gain personal enrichment.
Throughout this endeavor
my family has supported me
100 percent. I don't think
they realized what it meant
when I said I was going to
finish my education. It has
been a five-year commitment.
I look back with great pride
on the accomplishments I
have made. I am a wife,
mother, daughter, sister,
professional and student.
Even I am amazed
sometimes, but it just seems
to have happened day by
day.
The Continuing Education
program at Rollins is
excellent. I have enjoyed all
my classes and have found
practical applications in my
job as well as my personal
experiences. Education is not
only an academic
achievement; equally
important, it is a growing
within one's self. J J
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Name: Janice R. Springfield
Educational Status: Student
Hometown: Sanford, FL
Occupation: Bank Executive,
Sun Bank, N.A.
i i\ have been attending
college in the evening since
1965, and I could never have
achieved what I have thus
far without the backing of
my employer and my
husband.
My experience in
Continuing Education has
been very positive. The
program is well-rounded and
I have enjoyed the
instructors, who not only are
experienced educators but
also have a caring manner
for the evening student. I
entered the program for
career enhancement, and it
certainly has helped my
career, but personal
enrichment has become a
more important benefit to
me. After I earn my
bachelor's degree I hope to
participate in the Crammer
School's special MBA
program for business
executives.
I fully encourage everyone
to continue their education.
Those of us who are
employed during the day are
so fortunate to be able to
attend classes in the
evenings, and we can all
benefit from the 'tools' that
an education gives us. It's a
wonderful experience to
learn!) 5
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Name: Selma N. Barnes
Educational Status: Alumna
Hometown: Winter Park, FL
Occupation: Retired
Accountant, Navy
Exchange, Orlando Naval
Training Center
( (It was not until age 52,
after marriage and five
children, that I felt I had the
time and money to pursue
my childhood dream of
earning a college degree. Ten
years later, at age 62, I
finally realized my dream.
Hardly a day goes by that I
am not reminded in some
way of my accomplishment,
and my husband and
children share in my pride at
having achieved this goal.
The mixture of old and
young students in the
Continuing Education
program gave new meaning
to the learning experience—
we exchanged viewpoints
and learned from each other.
In addition to the practical
knowledge I gained which
helped me on the job, new
interests were aroused. I am
now spending time reading
and learning more about
philosophy, geology and
humanities.
It is never too late to learn,
nor are you too old—I have
proved that. Without a
college degree, opportunities
for advancement in most
fields of endeavor are
limited, but more important,
a college education gives you
a broader understanding of
life. Although I graduated on
May 25, 1985, and retired
from my job just one week
later, I feel I shall always
benefit from my continuing
education experience. 9 5
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THE

PIONEERS

A
CENTENNIAL
PERSPECTIVE
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n November 4, 1985, Rollins College will celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of its first day of classes. The path from that early celebration to the Centennial
festivities planned for this fall has not been smooth.
Rollins' founders were trailblazers—literally and figuratively—as they struggled to
preserve Florida's first college. At times, the College's growth was phenomenal; at
other times, it stood on the verge of total defeat. But the founders and supporters
of Rollins never lost their faith, and the College survived.
Rollins' first four decades were years of building a foundation and establishing direction. They were followed by periods of expansion and experimentation, revaluation and rededication.
In its next four issues, the Rollins Alumni Record will present a history of Rollins
through its first one hundred years. Together, these four sections form a complete Centennial perspective, and we invite you to save them.
In this issue, we focus on Rollins' early years, 1885-1925, and the peopleadministration, faculty, and students—who believed in and were Rollins' future. They
are our roots . . . The Pioneers.

ROLLINS THROUGH THE YEARS
1894 the year's improvements include dock with
spring board, no studying
in chapel, and "improved
good looks of the girls;"
suggested improvements:
electric lights, telephone
communications between
cottages, moveable sidewalks . . . first canoe regatta .. . first issue of The
Sand-Spur. . .

1887 "Each student boarding in the institution is required to bring two pairs of
sheets, two pillow cases,
two blankets, a comforter,
towels and table napkins"
. . . faculty increases to 10
members . .. Lakeside Cottage completed .. .

1892 President Hooker retires; Frederick W. Lyman
takes over as Acting President for 3 days, followed by
John Howard Ford .. . dedication of Cloverleaf Cottage . ..

1885 Edward Payson Hooker presents paper to Congregational Association
proposing founding a college in Florida (Jan. 28) ...
Rollins College incorporated
(April 28) . .. Hooker
named first President .. .
Rollins, Florida's first college, opens (Nov. 4) .. . the
Library is composed of a
Bible and a dictionary,
scientific instruments total
a ruler and a thermometer
. . . tuition, room, & board:
$164.00 . . .

1890 gentlemen may call on
ladies in the reception room
on Friday evenings . . . first
graduates, Ida May Missildine and Clara Louise
Guild, receive B.A.s; they
present Rollins with U.S.
flag at graduation ceremonies (May 28) . ..

1889 Dinky line opened

1886 Knowles Hall dedicated; Pinehurst Cottage occupied . . . Collegiate Dept.
offers Classical Course or
Scientific Course . .. dining
hall (on site of Chase Hall)
dedicated ...

1885

1886

1887

1888

1893 Charles Grandison
Fairchild becomes President
.. . Rollins boasts 7 departments, including Music and
Art . . . students may enter
at any time, though the beginning of the term is
preferred .. .

1891 students not allowed
to "loiter at billiard saloons
or similar places of resort"
. . . tuition, room, & board:
$181.50 ...

1889

1890

1891
N

1892

1893

1894
N

N

1885-1904
1897 B.A. only degree
offered . . . new departments: moral & political
science, natural sciences,
modern languages . . .

1903 Panama hat craze hits
campus .. . Alumni Association presents flagpole to
College .. . hope to start
football team—next year .. .
ten feet added to each end
of the Dining Hall . .. first
honorary degree awarded—
to ex-Pres. Ward . . .

1895 Freeze wipes out entire
endowment . .. President
Fairchild resigns; John H.
Ford resumes as Acting
President . . . free one-way
railway transportation
available to students on
Florida's railroads . ..
1900 two Rollins men ring
in the Twentieth Century
with 1900 peals of the
Knowles Hall bell .. .
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1901 first wedding on campus: two former students,
President Ward officiates
. .. Winter Park Golf Club
championship won by Rollins student . .. tuition,
room, & board: $190.00,
plus $1.50-2.00/month for
laundry expenses . .. Latin
and Greek no longer required . ..

mm. i ■
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1904 measles "epidemic"
... first Boat Houseestimated cost: $750.00 . .
Sparrell Cottage given to
College; will act as girls'
dorm, President's home
(later classrooms and language lab) .. . Cooking
Class prepares dinner for
Trustees .. .

kf
1899 students play golf at
Winter Park Country
Club—free . . . student body
includes members from
Cuba, Spain, the Phillipines . . .

\

\t

1896 George Morgan Ward
becomes Rollins' third
President . . .

1902 President Ward resigns; William Fremont
Blackman assumes the
Presidency .. . the School of
Expression offers study in
"the interpretation of literature; the theme of every lesson, sanity, freedom from
affectation" .. . baseball
returns! . ..

1898 Rollins College Alumni
Association founded (May
25) ...

1895

1896
E

1897

1898

1899

Ur~

1900

1901

1902

1903

1904

ROLLINS THROUGH THE YEARS
1912 dedication of "dinky'
dock ... registration in
School of Music doubles—to
69 .. . "The college cannot
undertake to furnish medical attendance or professional nursing to students
gratuitously, in case of illness" . ..

1905 Extra charges include
$3.00/semester for electric
lights .. . after abolishment
of state military institutes
at Gainesville & Bartow,
Rollins has more men than
women—"a very unusual
situtation," comments Pres.
Blackman . ..

1909 first tennis team .. .
Carnegie and Chase Halls
dedicated . . . Knowles Hall
burns ...

1/
1908 Board of Trustees approves new College seal . ..
Business School drops
Telegraphy Course ... Carrie Nation speaks ...
Cloverleaf Cottage and dining hall moved . ..

1911 dedication of Knowles
Hall II ...

1915 Reorganization of Intercollegiate Prohibition Association . . . President
Blackman resigns; Arthur
Delano Enyart, Dean, and
William Russell O'Neal,
Secretary/Treasurer, administer college ... I-hoo-eschay Canoe Club ...

1910 Florida's first interscholastic athletic meet held
at Rollins: 4 high schools
attend . . . Hamilton Holt
addresses students ...

1906 new art studio
built . ..

1907 Florida's first Rhodes
Scholar: Berkeley Blackman, '07 .. . Music Hall
(current site of Hooker Hall)
struck by lightning; pianos
and School of Domestic
Arts destroyed ... Rollins
College Athletic Association
adopts constitution and bylaws .. .
1913 first women elected to
Board of Trustees ...

1905

1906

1907

1908

1909

1910

1911
N

1912

1913

1914
N

1915
N

1905-1925
1916 Ward returns as Acting President . . . Rollins
Tennis Club formed to
maintain courts, assist in
arranging matches . . . students and faculty hold
straw vote: Wilson, women's suffrage, and national
prohibition win . ..

1919 President French resigns; Ward returns as Acting President . ..
enthusiastic students meet
Pres. Ward at train with
carriage and pull him home
.. . Young Women's Glee
Club changes its name to
"First Liberty Chorus of
the State of Florida" . . .
The Commons replaces
original dining hall—called
"the Beanery" even
then . ..

1921 Acting President Ward
resigns . . .

llic Rollins

1924 William Clarence Weir
becomes Rollins' seventh
President. . ."Station
WDBO, Rollins College,
Winter Park, Florida,
broadcasting on a wave
length of 240 meters will
now begin their first program" . .. The Tomokan announces plan to start
beauty contest . .. Girls'
Athletic Association founded ...

Alumni Jietmrit
1917 Business Dept. opens
"The Co-Op," co-operative
store patterned after Harvard's, selling everything
"from chewing gum to tennis rackets;" all profits go
to the College . . . Calvin
Henry French becomes Rollins' fourth President . ..
baseball season cancelled:
Rollins men begin drill sessions to prepare for military
service in World War I . ..
Alumni Association votes
to publish magazine: The
Rollins Alumni Record .. .

1922 Robert James Sprague
takes Ward's place .. .
"Fleet" Peeples comes to
Rollins to coach swimming
. .. Rollins "undisputed"
state swimming champion . ..

1920 Wireless station headquartered in gym . . . Rollins girls take up riflery . ..
Rollins inaugurates annual
statewide aquatic meet for
high schools . ..

1918 School of Business
opens night school . .. thesis no longer required for
graduation ... all students
members of "Boarding
Club;" dining room seats
150 ... Dinky derails behind Cloverleaf . .. Class of
'18 largest to date: 8 .. .
dining hall burns; meals are
moved to the gym .. .

1918

1919

1925 Dept. of Business
Administration offers
course on Federal Income
Tax, since "federal income
taxes are with us to stay"
... season ticket on the
Dinky—Orlando to
Oviedo—$10.00 ... Jr. prom
revived after three-year
absence—classes had been
too small .. . annual high
school aquatic meet draws
150 entrants . .. Pres. Weir
stricken by illness; Robert
Sprague steps in as Acting
President .. .

1920

1923 Winter Park and Rollins celebrate Founders'
Day Pageant on Lake
Osceola—Rollins men appear as Indian braves . ..
Acting President Sprague
named President . .. tuition,
room, & board: $450.00 .. .

1921

1922

1923

1924

1925

THE VISION IN THE GARDEN
A teacher sat midst the garden flowers
And dreamed a dream in the quiet hours;
She dreamed of youth with an ample chance,
And she planned for youth in her visioned trance.
The flowers vied from their beauteous bloom
To shed for her each its best perfume;
"She dreams a college," the poppy said,
The blushing rose bowed its gracious head.
From heart to heart the vision flew,
And noble souls made the dream come true.
ROBERT SHAILOR HOLMES
Dedication from the 1925 Tomokan.
Lucy A. Cross

"Joy to the
Park, the
school's begun!"
South Florida Sentinel,
November 11, 1885

Alonzo W. Rollins

One afternoon in 1880, in a garden in Daytona, Lucy Cross had a vision. She
imagined a college in Central Florida, and it took her five years to see her
dream become a reality.
With Edward P. Hooker, Frederick W. Lyman, and C. M. Bingham, all members
of the General Congregational Association of Florida, Lucy Cross worked first to
win support for the idea of a college in Florida and then for its realization. By January, 1885, the Association had agreed upon the need for an institution of higher learning sponsored by the Congregational Church, and had decided to accept bids for a site.
The meeting to hear bids, or "inducements," as they were called, was held in Mount
Dora. Offers from Jacksonville, Mount Dora, Orange City, Daytona, and Winter Park
were heard, and the pledges ranged from $10,000 to $114,000.
The undisputed winner was three-year-old Winter Park. The first college in Florida was named for its largest benefactor, Chicago businessman Alonzo Rollins. Rollins College was incorporated on April 28, 1885. Frederick Lyman was named
President of the Corporation, and Edward Hooker became President of the Faculty.
Classes were scheduled to begin November 4. But there were many questions to be
answered first: Where would the classes be held? Who would teach them? What would
they teach?
And who would be the students? Although Rollins College was founded to meet
a real educational need in Florida, its potential student body was limited. With its
traditional classical curriculum, few local students were qualified for admission. The
solution: Rollins also opened preparatory and sub-preparatory schools, designed to
fill the educational gap in Central Florida and to provide the College with qualified
students. The Academy continued to graduate students until 1923, when the public
school system had developed sufficiently to assume the responsibility of preparatory education.
The College identified its objectives as twofold: to serve Florida's educational needs,
and "to provide an opportunity for youth of the North, whose health demands that

they should spend a considerable portion of the year in a more genial climate to pursue their studies, and at the same time confirm their health" (Annual Catalogue,
1888-89). For many years, Rollins catalogues and advertising efforts focused on the
healthful environment of Central Florida. In addition, Winter Park was commended
as a "community... of unusual culture": "Being without saloons and places of doubtful amusement, students are safeguarded from temptation and their attention is not
distracted from their work" (Annual Catalogue, 1905-06).
The infant College had sufficient funds to construct two buildings: Knowles Hall,
funded by Francis B. Knowles, and Pinehurst Cottage. Unfortunately, neither building
was ready for occupancy in November, and President Hooker and his faculty of six
had to find alternative space, and find it quickly. The night before Rollins opened
its doors to its first class of sixty-six students, carpenters worked frantically to convert the Congregational Church into a classroom. Shortly afterward, classes were
moved to White's Hall, a loft above a grocery store; by March, 1886, classes were
being held in Knowles Hall on campus.
Students had been housed in two buildings near campus, and the women were ultimately moved into Pinehurst. Rather than housing students in large dormitories,
Rollins adopted the "cottage plan." As the catalogue of 1885 describes it, "Each
cottage will be under the care of a matron, who will be watchful of the health, happiness and general welfare of the students, and throw about them the atmosphere of
a cultivated, cheerful Christian home."
By 1887, the College had "four tasteful buildings." A dining hall and Lakeside Cottage, a men's residence hall, had been added. Lyman Gymnasium, "the best equipped
gymnasium in the South," was dedicated in 1891, followed a year later by a women's dormitory. Although the men's residences had names, this new building was
known only as the "Girls' Cottage." The student body objected to this inequity, claiming, "If the boys and girls are to be admitted to this college upon equal terms, let
them be equal, and do not relegate the girls to a nameless home" (The Sand-Spur,

UP§1!; -Vff

Pinehurst Boys, 1905

An unsatisfactory arrangement, does someone say?
Yes.
An uncomfortable housing?
Yes.
An inadequate equipment?
Yes.
An unworthy beginning?
No.
Frederick Lyman, "The
Early Days of Rollins
College: A Reminiscence"
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I shall never forget the
enthusiasm with which we
marshalled all our cohorts
to the station to welcome
the first (I had almost said
only) boarding students;
and I remember, too, the
pride which I felt when our
dining hall could boast of
three tables of eight
boarders each, the total
twenty-four including
several teachers, myself,
wife and housekeeper.
George Morgan Ward
Rollins College Bulletin,
1907

The burning of Knowles
Hall I, 1909

The Course in Arts and
Science, which leads to the
degree of Bachelor of Arts,
has for its main purpose . . .
the education of a broadly
cultured man or woman,
who can think clearly and
express his thoughts in a
manner that will secure the
sympathy and
comprehension of his
fellows. It aims to provide
the resources which will not
only make a man his own
best companion, but will
also enable him to meet
unexpected problems and
emergencies in an adequate
manner.
Annual Catalogue, 1919-20

The Rollins "Family,"
including students of the
Rollins Academy, 1898-99

1895). The residence was christened "Cloverleaf Cottage." Pinehurst was transformed
into a classroom building and library.
Rollins' early years were not easy; it must have seemed to the founders that each
time they thought they had financial stability in their grasp, it was snatched from
them. The state suffered the first of several severe freezes in 1886, followed by an
outbreak of yellow fever in 1887 and 1888. Jacksonville was under quarantine and
Winter Park citizens would not permit anyone to disembark at the local train station. Both enrollment and income were sharply reduced and there was concern the
College might not reopen in 1888. But, thanks to the efforts of President Hooker,
Rollins was able to rebound in 1889. Rollins graduated its first class a year later.
President Hooker's failing health led him to resign in 1892, to be followed by Charles
G. Fairchild, who remained a year-and-a-half. In between presidencies, Professor John
H. Ford stepped in as Acting President. Just in time to help Rollins recover from
two more freezes, George Morgan Ward was inaugurated as Rollins' third president.
President Ward established a barter system to help parents pay tuition. Cost of
a year at Rollins then totalled $182.00, and President Ward accepted payment in
potatoes, molasses, lumber, and turkeys. When the payments were delivered, students, faculty, and administration joined together to help unload the goods.
The College catalogue of 1895-96 announced a shift towards "practical" education.
Normal classes trained women to become teachers and a business school was formed
in 1897. It offered a choice of Commercial, Shorthand, or Telegraphy courses. By
1897-98, Rollins claimed students from sixteen states and one foreign country. In
Cuba, the Spanish-American War was disrupting daily life, and many families were
sending their children to the U.S. Rollins, with more Cuban students than any other
American institution, initiated special courses to teach them English.
The curriculum was modernized, along the lines of what was being done at Yale,
Princeton, and Vanderbilt. Rather than emphasizing Greek and Latin, the new program called for studies in general and elective areas, with "great stress . . . put on
special work." This early equivalent of the major was embraced in the belief that
"it is better to know one subject well than to acquire a smattering of many" (Annual
Catalogue, 1896-97).
"Special" studies available included Modern Languages, Natural Sciences, Moral
and Political Science with History and English, and combinations of all these with
Latin. Each graduating senior was required to write a thesis relating to his or her
special area. Titles of theses presented in 1917 included "The Rural Schools of Florida," "West Virginia Coal," and "Russia as a World Power." A grade-point system
of ten was in effect; an average of seven was required to pass.
President Ward resigned the presidency in 1902. He remained a year as professor
of economics and law and then left to become president of Wells College in New York.
It was not Ward's farewell to Rollins, however; he was to return twice in future years
to steer the College through financial crises as Acting President.
None of Rollins' early presidents seemed able to avoid disaster. President Ward's
successor, William Fremont Blackman, faced a national depression followed by inflation, diminishing enrollment as new state and denominational schools were opened,
and the loss of two of the school's buildings. Yet, during his presidency, he raised
$400,000 (half of which was permanent endowment), won the support of the Carnegie
Foundation, convinced the Florida legislature to authorize teaching certification of
graduates of private schools, added seven new buildings, and saw Rollins athletic
teams win intercollegiate championships in football, basketball, and baseball.
Under President Blackman, Rollins' objective became "to secure a symmetrical
development of body, mind and spirit." The original plans to organize a Department
of Industrial Training were expanded to incorporate a School of Domestic and In-
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Home Economics Class,
1919-20

dustrial Arts. The first classes were in cooking and basketry and were directed by
the wives of the resident trustees. Over the next few years, classes were added with
"special attention being given to the conditions of housekeeping in Florida." Industrial Arts courses were transformed into the School of Applied Arts and were ultimately moved into the School of Fine Arts. Rollins also maintained a School of
Expression (originally known as the School of Elocution) and a School of Music.
From its first days, the campus had grown up around the horseshoe-shaped drive,
and in 1907, the plan of the campus was formalized. A main horseshoe drive was
to divide the campus, with a men's quadrangle and horseshoe drive to the east and
a women's quadrangle and horseshoe drive to the west. To accomplish this, Cloverleaf and the Dining Hall were moved in 1908.
February 18,1909 saw the dedication of two new buildings: Carnegie Hall, the new
library and administration building named for its donor, Andrew M. Carnegie, and
Chase Hall, a men's dormitory named for Loring A. Chase, a founder of Winter Park.
On December 2, 1909, between two and three a.m., tragedy struck when Knowles
Hall was destroyed by fire. Only two typewriters were saved. Students rushed to
help; without their aid, Pinehurst, too, would have burned to the ground. As it was,
the side of Pinehurst which faced Knowles fell away from the building in flames. Insurance on Knowles Hall covered about half the loss, the Knowles's daughter, Frances,
stepped forward and donated funds to build a new Knowles Hall. The building was
dedicated twenty-five years to the day after the original.
One item which could not be replaced in the new Knowles Hall was the original
bell; it had been used to call students to classes and meals, and, each New Year's
Eve, to ring out the old year and ring in the new. On December 31,1899, two Rollins
men rang in the new century with nineteen hundred peals of the Knowles Hall bell.
In 1912, students extinguished a fire in Pinehurst, and in 1916, the women students grabbed brooms and buckets and held back a fire which threatened Cloverleaf.
The men joined in with the firehose to finish the job. The annual catalogue began
to carry reassurances of the sophistication of the fire security system as well as the
earlier announcements of the absence of malaria.
With America's entry into World War I, Rollins men began drill sessions and Rollins women formed a Red Cross Auxiliary unit and adopted war orphans. The Alumni Association committed its treasury to purchasing a war bond. Rollins soon had
its share of men in the armed forces, and each fraternity and dormitory displayed
its service flag. All told, 106 Rollins men and women were in service. Enrollment
was drastically reduced, and it was not until 1921 that sufficient men were in attendance to again field a football team.
Under the direction of Acting President Ward and Presidents Calvin H. French,
Robert J. Sprague, and William C. Weir, Rollins' curriculum continued its evolution.
In 1916-17, Rollins offered Master's, A.B., B.S. and B.L. [Bachelor of Literature]
degrees, as well as Artist's Diplomas and Teacher's Certificates from the Conservatory of Music.
By 1920, Rollins was offering pre-professional courses in law and medicine. Nineteen
twenty-four saw Rollins working toward membership in the Southern Association
of Colleges and Universities. The College was also working towards what was known
as the "Rollins Union"—endorsement by three church associations (one Congregational and two Presbyterian), which would provide critical financial support.
Rollins became truly international in the Twenties: Rollins teams faced the University of Havana in football and basketball, and Rollins' own radio station, WDBO
("Wander Down by Orlando"), was heard as far away as Canada. Lucy Cross probably had no idea how far her dream would grow, and the journey was just beginning.

What a simple thing it
seemed that night to build
a college. The enthusiastic
company . .. could almost
see the completed buildings
in a stately grouping in the
beautiful campus thronged
with eager students. [What
they] could not see was the
strain and stress, the
burden of anxiety and debt,
the days and nights of
struggle for existence, the
sorrow and travail of the
years ahead.
Frederick W. Lyman, "The
Early Days of Rollins
College: A Reminiscence"

Rollins boys at "The
Point, " Lake Virginia, 1893
(Rollins campus in
background)
At the present time the
library contains five
thousand six hundred and
eleven volumes. Most of
these are useful books.
Annual Catalogue, 1917-18
It is, I believe, a sober
guess that ten millions of
people will ultimately have
their homes in Florida . . .
And it is for these millions,
not for today, that we are
building this college.
President William F.
Blackman, Inaugural
Address, 1903
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Bucket Fire Brigade, 1896
POVERTIE SOSHAL.
Nex Fridy in the Jim.
This aint no stuck up affare
so jus dress nateral and ack
nateral.
No doods alloud.
The Sand-Spur, 1895

Rollins Wax Works, 1899
The morning that the entire
population of Cloverleaf
came to breakfast without a
single hairpin in the crowd,
will long be remembered by
those who had the privilege
of witnessing the sight. The
affair was well calculated,
as the effect was great and
all that could be desired.
The Sand-Spur 1897

May Day, 1916
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No well-regulated classical college of the
present day sets any ultrafashionable
standards for its social life. Quite to the
contrary, it curtails any such tendency
and encourages a quiet simplicity and
charming wholesomeness in its activities
tending toward relaxation .. . Such are
the social standards of Florida's oldest
college at Winter Park.
The Sandspur, 1916
If one can believe Rollins' early students had any time for relaxation! The Rising
Bugle sounded at 6:40 a.m. (7:20 a.m. on Sundays) and lights out was ordered
at 10:15 p.m., after an evening of Study Hall. Classes took up 5'/2 hours during the
day, and daily chapel attendance was mandatory for many years.
Still, they did manage to find time for fun. Much of the early social life centered
around the lakes—canoeing and picnics, and the social life of Winter Park and Orlando.
A regular feature of early Sandspurs was a society column for the town.
The first college newspaper was not The Sandspur Rollins students know today,
but The College Critic—four handwritten pages tacked to the bulletin board. It is
thought to have first appeared in 1887, and received a real boost in 1888 with the
arrival of a student who was a printer. The College Critic was followed in 1894 by
The Demosthenic Demonstrator, a self-proclaimed "exponent of College life" published by the men's and women's debating and literary groups, the Demosthenic Literary Society and the Friends in Council, both formed in the fall of 1892.
The Sand-Spur, with its motto, "Stick to It," was born in December, 1894. (Other
names were considered for the publication: The Pinecone, The Pineneedle, The Sweet
Potato, and The Buzzard— all supposedly indicative of a Florida college.) The first
issues were magazines, divided between literary essays and College news.
Among The Sand-Spur's finest early editorial campaigns were changing the school
colors (see page 29) and striking a blow for women's rights by securing a name for
the previously nameless women's dormitory (Cloverleaf Cottage).
The Commencement issue of The Sandspur served as a yearbook, but the decision
to make the publication a weekly (mostly) tabloid in 1915 spurred the creation of
The Tomokan two years later. Even before yearbooks, collecting autographs was a

Kappa Epsilon Sorority,
1906-07

SOCK DAY
On this day it will be
proper and in good taste for
the students of both sexes
to appear bedecked in the
loudest and jazziest
malcolorations in
hosierydom ..."
The Sandspur, 1921

regular feature of picnics. A favorite picnic spot was on Lake Maitland, on what was
believed to be Osceola's camping ground.
Each year a Halloween party was held in Lyman Gymnasium, with entertainments
ranging from bobbing for apples to fortune-telling. In 1901, the Rollins men staged
a fancy dress parade in Winter Park in celebration of All Hallows Eve. (Later classes sometimes drew attention to themselves with their not-so-fancy dress parades,
marching across campus in their pajamas!)
Entertainments in the gym were a regular feature of College life, with women
presenting drill exhibitions, often in costume. Occasionally the men would follow up
with a burlesque of the women's program—complete with costumes!
Other highlights of early social life at Rollins included poverty (or tacky) parties,
a Spiderweb Party, where guests worked to untangle seemingly endless string, a
Shadow Party, where guests guessed identities of silhouettes projected on a screen,
a Millinery Party, where all participants—male and female—made hats, and a Cake
Walk, held at a Winter Park home and featuring—what else?—walking cakes.
Music was also an important part of Rollins' extracurricular activities; recitals were
scheduled frequently and students and faculty often gathered on Sunday evening
to sing favorite hymns. The Ladies' Quartette traveled in Florida presenting programs to Northern visitors at the winter resorts, and glee clubs for men and women
later toured with great success. A Chapel Choir was formed in 1924. Throughout the
early years, guitar and mandolin clubs organized and disbanded—probably according to the available talent! The first orchestra was formed in 1902, and provided music
for many Rollins dances.
An especially popular turn-of-the-century entertainment was the "Fake" concert,
in which familiar songs were given new words. Two Rollins co-eds amused their fellow students as Nordica II and Patricola II, offering their renditions of such standards as "In the good old Rollins time" and "My Barney stays off the campus."
As well as musical groups and active debating and literary societies (sometimes
too many, argued the Delphic Debating Society in 1903), Rollins spawned a Dramatic Club which performed The Merchant of Venice in the gymnasium (with costumes
rented from VanHorn & Son in Philadelphia), and the drama class later used the terrace of Chase Hall for its presentation of A Midsummer Night's Dream. College plays
were so popular with the community that they were often repeated for charity. By
1923, Rollins could boast chapters of both Alpha Phi Epsilon, honorary debating
fraternity, and Phi Beta, honorary music and drama fraternity.
The Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor was active from about 1890,
and a Y.M.C.A. chapter was founded in 1895. After its reorganization in 1912, the
Y.M.C.A. was involved in management of campus athletics and social functions. A
Y.W.C.A. chapter was formed in 1904.
Local sororities and fraternities began to appear in 1903. Kappa Epsilon (ultimately
Kappa Kappa Gamma) was followed in 1904 by C.O.R.K.S. and The J.U.G., sister
organizations which do not seem to have lasted into 1905. Two more local sororities
sprang up in 1906: Piro Delta, which survived only one year, and Delta Phi Beta,
which went into hibernation in 1911-12 and disappeared completely after 1914.
The first fraternity, Phi Alpha (later Kappa Alpha Order), was imported from Florida
State College at Tallahassee. When that college was dissolved, several of the members came to Rollins and reorganized the group in 1906. A second local fraternity,
Alpha Alpha, was active from 1913 to 1923, but failed several later attempts at resuscitation. The fraternities enjoyed rooms above the gymnasium; the first fraternity
house was not occupied until 1920, and then to help deal with a shortage of on-campus
housing.
Fraternities and sororities were an integral part of Rollins life: faculty were mem-

First Rollins orchestra, 1911

The Rollins Laughing
Quartette . .. has recently
been organized. All of these
gentlemen are soloists, and
their voices may be heard
on almost any part of the
campus. Even the cats are
envious.
The Sand-Spur, 1900

Dramatics, 1891-92

%&
A Bobbed Hair Fraternity
has just been organized on
the campus. The
organization is planning to
defeat the Moustache Club
which was founded about a
month ago.
The Sandspur, 1920

THANKSGIVING MENU
Oyster Cocktail, Saltines,
Celery, Olives,
Roast Turkey, Nut
Stuffing, Gravy
Sweet Potatoes, Onions,
Cranberry Sauce, Banana
Salad, Mince Pie, Cheese,
Nuts, Raisins,
Cafe Noir.
1916
Picnic at Lake Maitland,
1891

THE NIGHT HAWK
CLUB
Mottoe: Late to bed and
later to rise makes one for
breakfast tell mighty big
lies.
Note: The club has . ..
seriously considered the
advisability of boycotting
the dining establishment in
the morning. This has been
undertaken by individual
members but without
marked success.
The Sand-Spur, 1899

Ladies removing sandspurs
from their dresses, 1897-98

I have read descriptions of
Hell, I have seen it in my
imagination, but all the
Hells of Dante, Milton, the
Bible, and all the artists
who ever lived do not tell
one-tenth the story of this.
Dean Arthur Delano
Enyart, writing from
France, The Sandspur, 1917

bers, alumni were active, the groups often gave each other parties and sponsored
dramatic and musical events for the entire College. But much of the social life also
involved class activities. In 1916, the first class tree and stone were dedicated. Classes
also selected class flowers, colors, rings, songs, and emblems. The Senior Class Pink
and Green vs. the Junior Class Gold and White tennis match of 1917 brought joy
to the victorious Seniors, but also some consternation when their class motto, "Carpe
Diem," was translated as "Grab the Dimes" and "Fish Today."
Rollins students also maintained regional clubs: the 1917 Tomokan featured a
Kracker Klub, Eastern Club, New England Club, Western Club, Ohio Club, and
Spanish-American Club. (A special Rollins car was even arranged by the Southern
Railway for students from Ohio.)
A 1916 introduction to Rollins summarizes the social year: receptions hosted by
each dormitory, the annual Halloween social, Thanksgiving dinner, Fortnightly Club
literary evenings, torchlight processions and bonfire jubilees for athletic teams, and
the events of Commencement Week. January is referred to as the "town season,"
replete with dinner parties, afternoon teas, and tea dansant.
A festivity which became popular about this time was the annual May Day pageant.
This outdoor extravaganza took place between Cloverleaf and Carnegie and saw the
crowning of the May Queen (and occasionally a May King), the May Pole dance, and
other musical and dancing entertainments, often performed by the Physical Training classes.
In 1918, the Annual Alumni Day was moved from Commencement Week to Founders' Week, in February. Part of the celebration was the dinner given by the Alumni
Association honoring the Senior Class. Other highlights of Founders' Week were the
Junior Prom and a regatta, concluded by the Water Carnival, complete with floats
that really did float and a floating bonfire.
World War I brought dramatic changes to the Rollins campus. The weekly Sandspur was filled with reports of the war from alumni and students. While Rollins men
played intramural baseball, Rollins women watched and knit caps for war-stricken
Belgians. Four Rollins students had work selected for a war poster contest. Phi Alpha withdrew its active chapter for nearly a year-and-a-half. One Sandspur was published in the 1918-19 school year.
By 1920, The Sandspur was back to a weekly schedule and a Student Association
Council had been formed. A Pan-Hellenic Association was also formed and a new
fraternity, Sigma Phi, joined the remaining Kappa Epsilon, Phi Alpha, and Alpha
Alpha. The fraternities and sororities began to host Rollins social events as a distinct division of responsibilities evolved on campus: the Athletic Association was
to manage athletic work, the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. were to manage religious work,
and the fraternities were to manage social activities. In an attempt to distribute leadership across the campus as well as improve the quality of classwork and extracurricular activities, a complex point-system for club offices and team captainships was
developed.
1921 saw the addition of Tau Lambda Delta to membership in the newly formed
Inter-Fraternity Council. Tau Lambda Delta became Theta Kappa Nu, the first national fraternity on campus, in 1924. Pan-Hell continued to govern the sororities,
including the new local group, Phi Omega (subsequently Gamma Phi Beta).
The Class of '25 added its own touches to Rollins traditions: a Senior History, Last
Will and Testament, Recognition Day for Seniors, and the practice of marching into
chapel every Friday morning in cap and gown. They had been the first freshman class
to be hazed by sophomores, and the first to burn their "Freshie" hats on Thanksgiving. Eighty freshmen had arrived in 1921, and seventeen were graduated. It was the
second largest class since Rollins' founding forty years before.

Gymnastics, 1889-90
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Those who go swimming
should stay in not longer
than twenty minutes and
should go in not oftener
than once a day.
The Sand-Spur, 1917
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Gymnastics, 1913-14

[TJhrough [athletics] the old time student, a
narrow chested, stoop shouldered wretch of
humanity, has been changed into the modern
well developed college man.

On the battleships, in the
cantonments, on the
transports, and even out on
the battle fronts, men
played. As they fought
hard, they played hard and
came back to duty
refreshed.
The day of the 'Grind' has
passed.
Rollins College Bulletin,
1919

The Sand-Spur, 1894

The history of Rollins athletics in its early years is a story of disorganization,
fair play vs. foul, and "mad determination." From the beginning, physical exercise was a key part of the Rollins program. Early catalogues called attention to
the excellence of the climate for outdoor sports.
With the completion of Lyman Gymnasium in 1890, classes in gymnastics were
offered. Light gymnastics was comprised of dumb-bell drill, wand drill, fencing, running, ring exercises, and fancy steps. By 1900, the "Physical Culture" available to
Rollins students had expanded to include baseball, football, tennis, basketball, bicycling, boating, and golfing.
The lakes were central to the social and sports life of Rollins. Boating and swimming provided exercise and opportunity for competition. By 1914, passing a swimming test was mandatory. (Those who could not swim were instructed to bring water
wings.)
As far as intercollegiate sports were concerned, Rollins faced two major problems:
there were no teams and there were no eligibility rules. More than once, Rollins could
claim itself state champion because no other school had accepted its challenge. City,
Y.M.C.A., and high school teams often provided the only competition for early Rollins squads.

Men's Baseball Team,
1898-99

Football, Circa 1906

Canoeing, 1919-20

Hish, hash, hosh,
Ram it, slam it, gosh,
Ain't we strictly in it,
Don't you go agin it,
Cut a dash,
But don't be rash,
Rollins.
Athletic Association's new
Yell, 1896
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In 1914, the College launched a campaign to place more emphasis on sports. Raymond W. Greene, who became Director of Athletics in 1913, organized gymnastic
exhibitions, a track and field meet, and a water-sports meet. Greene's goal was to
have every Rollins student involved in some athletic activity.
At the same time, the Faculty Committee on Athletics recommended Rollins' withdrawal from intercollegiate competition. The cause was the lack of regulation in Florida's collegiate sports. Professional athletes who were not bona fide students were
being brought in to play on college teams. It was felt that use of the " 'tramp athlete' " prohibited other students from participating in athletics and gave the student body an unwholesome perception of the importance of winning. The faculty
advised dropping football in favor of water sports.
The Florida Collegiate Athletic Association was formed at Rollins on May 5, 1917.
Composed of the University of Florida, Stetson University, Columbia College,
Southern College, and Rollins, the Association agreed on a definition of "amateur"
and established eligibility requirements. In 1918, at their annual meeting, the alumni requested that Rollins abstain from fielding teams unless the membership was
truly representative of the College.
The 1917 Tomokan probably summarized Rollins' plight best: "[W]hereas in the
old days our semi-pro teams have held their own well, the baseball teams winning
the state championship for seven successive years, now that we are holding rigidly
to a clean standard, we cannot compete successfully with other institutions which
are still using the imported and paid athlete ..."
As early as 1894, Rollins boasted an Athletic Association, but sports seem to have
experienced their real organization in 1919, with the creation of the Athletic Council. With its motto, "Fit for Life" or "Fit to Fight," it was a direct response to World
War I and was echoed in Rollins' announcement that it was adopting a "Study-Hard,
Play-Hard Program." Men were encouraged to participate in team sports, but women were restricted to "the aesthetic type of sports." They were required to exercise
three times a week and were urged to participate in swimming, gymnastics, and hiking. By 1923, activities available to women included basketball, baseball, war canoe
races, and "aesthetic dancing."
In 1924, as part of the effort towards the Rollins Union, the alumni stepped in to
assist Rollins athletics by assuming supervision of intercollegiate sports. Rollins was
governed by the University and College Athletic Association of Florida, organized
in 1924, and then by the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association. S.I.A.A. membership was an alumni goal, and was achieved in time for the 1925 football season.
The campaign for truly amateur athletics was successful, even if the teams were
not overwhelmingly victorious. "Because of their fighting spirit, their clean playing,
their thorough knowledge of the game, and their uncanny ability to overcome great
handicaps, the Rollins Tars are the pride of Florida football fans" (The Alumni Record
of Rollins College, 1924).
Three of Rollins' most popular sports during its first forty years were aquatics,
baseball, and football.
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From The Alumni Record,
November, 1923

WATER SPORTS. From the beginning Rollins social life took place as much on water
as it did on land, and the first crew races were social events. Two groups,
A.R.S.H.A.R.S. and the Viking Crew, were formed in 1903 for the sole purpose of
racing each other, and the following year saw the Alabamas facing the Missourians.
The South Florida Fair invited Rollins to present an exhibition race on November
23, 1903. The Tampa Morning Tribune and Tampa Daily Times provided uniforms,
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Men's Basketball Tear)
1904-05
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THE CHAMPIONSHIP THAT STETSON EXPECTED
AND THE ONE THEY GOT

From the Sand-Spur, 1908
advertising/and management, and the Atlantic Coast Line railroad assumed the cost
of shipping the shells from Winter Park to Tampa. Although the two crews had only
five weeks to practice, the "Herald Regatta" was a great success, and the Rollins
students' efforts were applauded by Central Florida. The tradition was revived in
1921, when Col. T. J. L. Brown, President of the Fair Association, donated the Brown
Racing Cup for an annual race by Rollins crews.
Rollins' first aquatic contest was held in 1894, and included a boat race, tub race,
and swimming race. By 1920, Rollins had ten canoes, four rowboats, and two war
canoes. Two sailing canoes, nick-named Tortoise and Jack-Rabbit, and two sailing
launches, Kangaroo and Tiger, met in weekly races. An annual regatta was a muchanticipated feature of Alumni Day, and there was great disappointment when the
regatta had to be cancelled one Founders' Week because of cold weather.
BASEBALL. The first non-intramural baseball game was played in 1895. Rollins'
archrival was Stetson University, but unfortunately the Rollins-Stetson game could
not be completed. Much to Stetson's chagrin (they were losing by one run), team captain Rex Beach had to order his team off the field so they wouldn't miss the train
back to Winter Park.
Baseball appeared and disappeared as an organized sport over the next few years,
but Rollins was state baseball champion in 1903, and again in 1908,1909,1910,1911,
1913, and 1914. Intramural teams were also popular, and the Rollins diamond hosted games between teams like the Red Peppers and the Ginger Snaps, and, during
World War I, the Allies and the Germans—played in costume.
By 1920, baseball was the predominant sport at Rollins, and it again won the state
championship in 1921. A vote of the faculty discontinued the team in 1924: "The
season carried out through [six games] was not highly successful [176 points won,
191 points lost]. This fact, coupled with poor averages of some of the players, inspired the faculty to direct the energies of the Tars to intramural activities" (The
Alumni Record, 1924).
FOOTBALL. Rollins introduced football to Florida in 1906. The first season was
without victory, but by 1909, Rollins had garnered the state championship and beaten
the University of Havana—in Havana.
In 1912, football was abandoned. There had been objections to the sport's roughness, and the faculty was questioning the wisdom of playing football in the Central
Florida heat, not to mention the fact there was no coach! Later teams played with
less than spectacular results, but Rollins became known for its good sportsmanship.
Football was again abandoned during World War I, and in 1919, Rollins men played
on a Winter Park team known as the "All-Star Miscellany." An attempt to field a
team in 1920 was given up, but the 1921 team finished the season with a total of
121 points won to 39 points lost, with only one defeat.
Football fever raged. A brass band and scores of fans accompanied the team on
a special train to Gainesville for the game with the University of Florida in 1923.
(Unfortunately, Rollins lost.)
On January 1, 1923, Rollins played the University of Havana in Miami. The Tars
won the game 80-0. A rematch was scheduled in Havana on Christmas Day, 1923,
and Rollins again defeated the Cuban team, but this time by a score of 46-0. (The
University of Havana basketball team fared better, beating Rollins 45-16 and 45-10.)
While in Havana, the Rollins football team also triumphed over the Havana Policia
and the Cuban Athletic Club. Rollins became the only American college to play international football.

First Tennis Club, 1889-90

Rollins does not believe
much in the heavy type of
athletics for women, such
as basketball, jumping, etc.,
but she encourages
aesthetic and musical
exercises which promote
grace, carriage, cheerfulness
and womanly health, rather
than muscular strength and
stunts.
Annual Catalogue, 1921-22

Girls' Basketball Team,
1899-1900

Oh, You
Rollins
Coeds!
BY DICKIE DICKSON COLADO '27
THE BUMMING CORNER: Very soon after I arrived at Rollins College in Sept. 1922,
I was introduced to "The Bumming Corner."
It was where S. Park and Fairbanks Ave. cross
and there was nothing on that crossroad except a bench on the north-west corner. This is
where anyone who wished to go to Orlando sat
until some kind soul came along or the hourly
bus stopped to pick you up.
The first day on campus all the girls in
Cloverleaf received a letter from McElroy's
Pharmacy inviting us to come over to their
store on S. Orange Ave. (on the east side between Pine and Church) and enjoy a complimentary hot fudge sundae. Not having yet
been introduced to the technique of bumming
rides, we waited on the corner for the bus.
What a ride. The route was out Fairbanks and
along Orange as it goes now but soon after the
R.R. track the paving ended and the road was
sand, with deep soft ruts. We must have gotten stuck five or six times, but were able to pull
out with much rocking back and forth and spinning of wheels and flying of sand. It was fun
for us but very exasperating for those who had
to get to town. Finally we got so stuck that no
amount of rocking or pushing could budge us
and everyone had to get out and walk to near
where Orange Ave. runs into Lake Ivanhoe and
the brick began and another bus met us. The
trip was well worth it for McElroy's made their
own ice cream and sauce and that was and is,
to this day, the best "hot fudge sundae" I have
ever put in my mouth.
Another trip to Orlando that I shall never
forget was to the "Fair." The Central Florida
Fair was held each February at the exposition
grounds which had its entrance near where the
Bob Carr Auditorium now stands. A bunch of
us from Cloverleaf bummed over after classes
in the afternoon. We had a ball visiting all the
exhibits and side shows and trying our skill at
the games. After dark some Rollins boys met
us and we finally settled down to playing bingo. Our group won so many prizes—lamps, teddy bears, pink elephants (you name it)—and
everyone had his arms full when we started
home. We had a wild time when the bus
stopped for us at Livingston Avenue trying to
get on with all the loot. All the way to Winter
Park we sang—practicing the Rollins songs
which we "rats" had to learn. What a relief it
must have been for the driver and other passengers when we finally got back to the "Bumming Corner."
In those days Lake Virginia was very popular with all the students. I had chosen Rollins
because I loved to swim and couldn't wait to
try out the lake when I arrived in the fall of
1922. Soon after we settled in, several of the

name I can't remember and I swam across the
lake pushing the melons before us in order to
keep them cool. Pretty stupid, huh? Perhaps
it was a pledge assignment, since it was an allgirl party.
A word about some styles in the good old
days of the '20s. I remember distinctly the day
the freshmen had to pick sandspurs in the
"Sandspur Bowl," which was what we called
the now beautifully manicured athletic field on
the corner of Park and Fairbanks. Each freshman was given a bag to fill—over and over
again—with sandspurs. Although the sun was
blazing, I was dressed in the latest fall fashion.
It was a burnt-orange jersey—sort of long tunic, which reached just to my knees and was
split up the sides. SHAME! SHAME! But
beneath peeked out a pair of knickers, which
buttoned in a band of tan trim, just below the
knees. This must have been the first of such
style seen in Winter Park, for I well remember how smart I felt, even while I was miserably warm under the mid-day sun on that
September day of 1923.
At the football formal which in 1925 or '26
was held at the Woman's Club, I wore a gorgeous Spanish shawl, wrapped tightly around
me as a dress. Having nothing on underneath
to which I could fasten stockings, I wore none,
and that was B.A.D. Mrs. C. Fred Ward and
her committee of chaperons, representing the
club, decided that I was indecently dressed because I had on no hose and asked me to leave
the floor. How exciting this was and most assuredly it began a new fad on campus. Far from
being embarrassed or cross with Mrs. Ward I
was her devoted admirer ever after.
Baseball was a big thing in the '20s and Rollins played host several years to the state high
school tournament. In the spring of '23, I
remember there was a big wooden scoreboard
at the NW corner of Sandspur Bowl and the
score of the final game was posted there. The
score I have forgotten, but the high school from
Perry was winner, as they had been the year
Dickie Colado '27
before. The two facts that I do remember were
that every boy on the team played in his bare
feet and all of them were of the same family,
either brothers or cousins.
Rollins also hosted the high school water
Run ran north out of Lake Maitland and it was
very overgrown with vines, bushes, trees, as meet. At that time Ray Greene was athletic
director at the college and he did a great deal
well as cat-tails and all kinds of water plants.
to promote the college in the state by organizAt that time there were very few water hyaing those high school meets. I think that the
cinths as they had just been introduced (by
mistake) to the Florida waters and were not yet first swimming meet was held on campus in
1922. At that time no high schools had swima pest. Fishing was excellent then and snakes
ming pools and all practices and meets were
and gators were plentiful. It was always wise
held in the lakes. Rollins, being in the middle
to look where you put your hands when pullof the state, drew all the large schools and
ing through an overgrown area of the runs bemany small ones for this big event—some years
tween the lakes and also to watch out for
as many as 30 teams. The meet continued to
snakes as you went under the bridges.
be held in Winter Park for many years, until
Another picnic I remember was one at the
the big schools, like St. Pete, Tampa and Mia"Family Tree" on the east shore of Lake Virmi, built pools and no longer wanted to comginia. This was a favorite spot for canoeists and
pete in a lake. A big drawing card was the
had been so named because a group the year
presence of Pete Desjardins, who dove for a
before (1921-22) had called themselves "The Faschool in Miami and became the Olympic chammily" and they often picnicked at that particpion in 1928. His best friend was Johnny
ular spot. The tree still stands on the edge of
Weissmuller, who came up with Pete for many
the lake and on the edge of the grove on Genius
years. Even after Pete graduated from H.S.,
Drive. Mr. Pfister, an artist who lived in
the two would come up and put on a comedy
Winter Park in the '30s, painted a lovely picact for the crowd. It was really funny to watch
ture of it—by request—the only trouble being
little Pete rescue big Johnny. There was always
that he painted the wrong tree. The reason for
a big crowd which spread all over the hillside
my telling about this specific picnic is because
by the swimming course. This was where the
we had watermelons, and another girl whose

girls and I went down to the Cloverleaf Dock
early one morning. No one had warned us of
the alligators and after we had dived in and
swam out a ways, we were startled to hear
some big splashes back by the dock and saw
several gators swim away along the shore of
the lake. They didn't pay a bit of attention to
us and we continued to swim there—a very congenial arrangement. But they were large gators and we respected their territory—never
disturbing their home under the dock and always keeping a wary eye.
Picnics by canoe were the big dating thrill.
One I remember very clearly was when the
B.O.M. Club (four couples—and we swore never
to divulge the meaning of those initials—can
you guess?) paddled up to the landing spot on
Snake Run for a Sunday picnic supper. Snake
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dining hall (Rose Skillman Hall) and McKean
Hall now stand. Through the influence of Pete
and Johnny, Ray Greene was able to get the
girls' Olympic Swimming Team, which was
touring and training in the south, to appear at
the Rollins meet and give an exhibition. This
was very exciting and quite special, to see all
the girls who won so many events for the USA
in the '28 Olympics.
Appeared originally in Tales of Winter Park.

Recollections
of the
Early Days
of
Rollins
College

ments in the way of land and money. The association visited the towns in the order named,
the final vote determining the location, being
taken at Orange City. The standard bearers of
Winter Park had promised to telegraph the
good news, if successful, at the earliest possible moment, in the hope that a reception might
be held while some most deeply interested in
the project were still with us. As the time for
their departure had been fixed, not a moment
must be lost. But those were the days of few
railroads and fewer telegraph lines so that no
word could be sent until Sanford was reached
on the way home. When at last the message
came, the church bell rang out the glad tidings
to the waiting town. It seemed as if the electric button, as in the White City by the lake,
set all in motion. Such hurrying and skurry-

BY FREDERICK W. LYMAN
We were talking about them, Huckleberry
and I, as we had done so many, many times,
recalling the old days and those early experiences which will always be precious
memories to us, when one of the editors who
had happened in, as even those august personages sometimes will, brought us down from
the clouds by the practical, and to us almost
irreverant suggestion, "Why not write about
them for the Sand-Spur?"
We had not thought to see those sacred urns
profaned by any devil, not even a printer's, or
their ashes again take form, and stare at us
from the pages of a newspaper as "Recollections of the early days of Rollins College. "But
the power of the press is irresistable. It was
a happy circumstance that our Bantam should
be conceived in Winter Park, even if the egg
was laid in Orange City, and the incubation was
so peripatetic that Mt. Dora, Winter Park and
Orange City may each justly claim to have supplied even more than its share of the necessary
heat, while the shell was actually broken at the
latter place. Development was so rapid that
when only twenty-four hours old the fledgling returned in excellent voice, if somewhat
deficient in tail feathers, to take up his permanent abode among us. All of which was on this
wise. The idea of a college in Florida originated in Winter Park and a paper embodying the
thought was prepared. This was read at the
meeting of the Congregational Association of
the State in Orange City. The association appointed a committee to take the matter up and
see what could be done in the way of awakening interest, with the result that Mt. Dora,
Winter Park and Orange City became eager
contestants for the prize, each offering induce-

Frederick W. Lyman

ing; such gathering of light wood for bonfires;
such decorating of the little cottage with flowers, flags and lanterns for the reception; such
beating of eggs and stirring of cake and squeezing of lemons; such racking of brains for
speeches; such implorings of the muse for
poems; such shaking of hands; such laughter
and rejoicing surely never were seen or heard
before. Words fail to express the delight, the
ecstasy of that glad time.
It had been a hard fought fight and the day
was ours. As the shadows deepened, the entire
community moved by a common impulse,
gravitated to the rendezvous. Imagine, if you
can, the fascination of the scene. Great fires
of fat pine lighted the boulevard with a weird
beauty, while the Japanese lanterns among the
oaks beckoned invitingly, welcoming all to the
good fellowship which radiated from each door
and window. The hours sped away bearing
their burden of thanksgiving for the past; joy
in the present; hope in the future, till the fires
burning low, God's starry tapers came to view
and all felt that His light was after all the
sweetest, and prayed that our college might
ever walk in it.

Having caught breath and had a little time
for reflection, the not unnatural question suggested itself, What are you going to do with
your bird now you have captured him? Can it
be that the rooster of yesterday has been
metamorphosed into the white elephant of today? Perish the thought! With slightly
chastened enthusiasm, however, a sort of communal inventory was taken, which disclosed
the following available architectural assets:
The six room unplastered cottage which stands
to the east of the Seminole; the Larrabee house,
so called, west of the South Florida railroad station and a vacant loft over what is now Mr.
Maxson's store. Comparatively few streets
were open, and this network of magnificent
sidewalks, the crowning glory of our later development, was not even dreamed of. We
walked hand in hand, not to say foot by foot,
with nature. It was felt that great stress might
be laid, especially in the larger cities at the
north, on the ample spacing of the buildings,
the notable absence of unsanitary crowding.
Other advantages will readily occur to the reader. These being pre-gymnasium days plenty of
exercise in the open air was especially necessary, affording opportunity for "the balsamic
fragrance of the pines" to accomplish its beneficent work. Botanical research would be stimulated by intimate personal contact, among
other things, with the family from which you
derive your name. Mathematics would become
a great moral force, as finding the shortest distance between two points would so become second nature, as to imperceptibly incline the
student to follow the straight and narrow way.
Biology would become invested, shall we say
infested, with a new charm.
Earth and air were instinct with life. The
marvels of creation as revealed in insect life
alone might well arouse an enthusiasm for
research and investigation that would never
fail. Their pertinacity and untiring patience;
their devotion to duty as they saw it; their
mastery of the science of predatory warfare;
their ambuscades by day and forays by night
could not fail to arouse the most sluggish and
indifferent scholar, especially where the individual became the chosen field of their operations. Enough has been said to demonstrate
the excellence of the arrangement, the adaptability of the plan. The first year was marked
by a devotion to duty, a self sacrificing consecration to the work by teachers and pupils,
which augured well for the future.
That was a great day when Knowles Hall was
dedicated, not the least inspiring feature of the
occasion being the raising of nearly two thousand dollars to furnish the first cottage then
nearing completion. And so the work went on;
building followed building offering even better
facilities and larger opportunity.
There have been many changes among the
workers; some have gone to other fields, some
are still with us in spirit though unable to
longer bear the burdens, and some have been
chosen by the Master for even higher service.
But we are admonished that our allotted space
is filled, while we have only touched the subject, leaving the ghosts of unrecorded
memories to haunt us.
Appeared originally in The Sand-Spur, Vol. 1,
No. 1, December 20, 1894.
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"Lice Rollins Alumni read the
Record"
Headline in The Alumni Record of
Rollins College, July, 1925
The Rollins College Alumni Association was founded in 1898 by
one of Rollins' first graduates,
Clara Louise Guild. Until 1918,
the Association held its annual
meeting during Commencement
Week. With the growing popularity of Founders' Week, however,
the meeting was moved to February. Membership dues were $.50 a
year, although by 1923 they had
increased to $2.00, and a life membership was $100.00.
Until the annual meeting of
May, 1917, the Alumni Association had no real objective. It decided then to work towards a gift of
chimes, to be presented in honor
of one of Rollins' most beloved
faculty members, Thomas R. Baker, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of
Natural Science. A fund for this
purpose had been established in
1909, and it was hoped the Baker
Chimes could be given to the College after the end of World War I.
For many years, the activities of
the alumni were reported in The
Sandspur and The Tomokan. It
was decided to publish a separate
magazine in 1918, to be "the official publication of the Alumni Association, and [to] serve as a medium for the expression of alumni
sentiment about our alma mater
and its welfare." No other issues
of The Rollins Alumni Record appeared after Vol. I, No. 1, until
1923, when The Alumni Record of
Rollins College was revived as a
monthly magazine.
In 1923, the Alumni Associa-

tion, in essence, voted to become
more involved with the life of the
College. As well as resurrecting
The Alumni Record, membership
in the Association was expanded
to include any former student. In
1924, the Association adopted a
special sixteen-point program, including fund-raising, developing a
strong student body, and assisting
in intercollegiate athletics through
supervisory efforts and in acquiring publicity for the College. Rollins was then experiencing a financial crisis pending its endorsement
by the Church Union, and the
alumni were charged with raising
$400,000 of the emergency funds.
Alumni formed Rollins Circles;
active groups included clubs in
New York, Boston, Chicago, Ohio,
Jacksonville, Daytona Beach, Miami, Tampa, and St. Petersburg.
The alums also kept in touch
through alumni chain letters, a
clever idea for keeping each other
posted on the latest news: send
one letter and get ten back.

COLLEGE RING
On recommendation of the Class
of '23, a College ring was introduced in 1924.
The ring's crest portrayed the
sun rising from the water, with
Neptune and the figure of a swimmer in the foreground. The sun
suggested Rollins' motto, "Fiat
Lux," while both Neptune and the
swimmer represented Rollins'
preeminence in water sports.
The onyx and gold ring was
available only through the Alumni Association, "to eliminate the
possibility of ineligibles wearing
this handsome ring" [The Alumni
Record of Rollins College, 1924).
The ring was used by the classes
of '17 to '29.
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THE DINKY
From 1889 until 1967, Rollins
students lived with the creaking
and grinding of the "Dinky." The
Orlando and Winter Park Railway
was originally six miles long,
although it almost tripled its route
by later adding ten miles of track
between Winter Park and Oviedo.
The O. & W.P. ran an observation car which regularly carried
Rollins students from Orlando to
Winter Park. The railway, with its
two engines, "Tea Pot" and
"Coffee Pot," ran trains every two
hours. The Rollins station was
nothing more than a platform
down the hill behind Lakeside Cottage and Lyman Gymnasium.
Not renowned for its speed (the
engineer would hold the train
while passengers disembarked to
pick flowers and oranges), the
Dinky was known for its tendency to slip off the tracks—sometimes with the help of students
who poured soap or oil on the rails.
After a series of acquisitions and
mergers, the Dinky ultimately disappeared. The tracks were removed in 1969.
And how did the Orlando and
Winter Park Railway get the name
"Dinky?" According to the dictionary, a "dinkey" is a small
locomotive used for hauling
freight, logging, or shunting. But
some historians credit Rollins students, who simply called the
diminutive railroad as they saw it:
"dinky."
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"It is a very pretty color for
girls' evening dresses ... "
Words by Rose Mills Powers.
Music by Homer Stanley Pope.
The Alma Mater was written in
1912 by American poet Rose Mills
Powers, wife of Rollins Professor
of Modem Languages Hiram Powers. The words were set to music
by Homer Stanley Pope, Director
of the School of Music.
The Alma Mater was first performed by the Rollins Men's Glee
Club during the 1912-13 academic year.

The Sand-Spur, 1895
Until 1895, Rollins' school color
was rose-pink, or oleander. Many
students felt this "inadequate to
express dignity, strength and stability." The Sand-Spur actively
lobbied for royal blue, representing "kingship, power, the highest
and deepest in character and
aims," and gold—"unchanging
value and real, substantial worth."
The combination of blue and
gold was suggested by a pitcher in
the Art Department which bore
the same colors.

FRESHMAN RULES
I. As soon as Green Caps arrive
at Leedy's, all Freshmen will procure one and wear it on all occasions.
II. You must tip your cap upon
meeting an upper-classman and
step off the walk.
III. Freshmen will open all doors
for upper-classmen.
IV. Freshmen girls will see that
the walks around Cloverleaf are
swept clean at all times.
V. Rooms belonging to freshmen
girls must be ready for inspection
before the breakfast bugle.
VI. Freshmen girls must be present at breakfast every morning.
No excuses allowed.
VII. Positively no freshmen allowed to use alarm clocks. There
is a dire penalty for disobeying
this rule.
VIII. All College songs must be
memorized by October 2.
IX. Freshmen must compose a
song to be sung on the beanery
steps before lunch every day after
October 1.
X. These rules must be memorized and be repeated immediately when called upon to do so.
XI. At all times Freshmen must
conduct themselves in a manner
befitting their measly station.
The Sandspur, 1924

ONE OF THE ROLLINS SONGS
Don't send my boy to Southern,
A dear old mother said,
Don't send my boy to Florida,
I'd rather see him dead.
But send him down to Rollins,
It's better than Cornell;
And rather than to Stetson,
I'd see my boy in —

SO WHY ARE WE TARS?
The Alumni Record of October,
1924, attributes Rollins' designation as "Tars" to the College's
long association with water
sports.
A more romantic explanation
stems from 1917, when a naval
training vessel was stationed in
Lake Virginia. The war had left
only ten men at Rollins, so the coeds were attracted to the naval
trainees, called "Tars."
Before 1917, the Rollins teams
were known as the Blue and Gold.

CHORUS
By-lo, my baby, baby, bye,
By-lo, my baby, baby, bye,
By-lo, my baby, baby, bye,
R-o-l-l-i-n-s, R-o-l-l-i-n-s!
Southern's run by millionaires,
Stetson's run by swains,
Florida's run by farmer boys,
And Rollins is run by brains.
CHORUS
2924
[The reference to "Southern" is not to
Florida's Southern University, in
Lakeland, but to Southern College, in
Southerly, Florida.]

"SIT LUX"
The original seal of Rollins College bore the Latin inscription,
"Sit Lux"—"Here is light." Because the old seal was considered
"too conventional," a new design
was authorized in 1905. The Board
of Trustees adopted the current
seal in 1908. Designed by Miss
Grace Lainhart, Director of the
School of Fine Arts, it bears Rollins' more well-known motto,
"Fiat Lux"—"Let there be light."

ROLLINS
COLLEGE,
Health.

Culture,

Greatness.

Fine Estates, Stately Pinea.
Orange Groves. Order,
Progressive Spirit.
Two Railroads.

High Land,
Beauty.
Pure water.
Good Sidewalks.
A Park-Like Town.
Many Delightful Lakes.
Mild

and

Even Climate.

Thrifty Oaks. Electric Lights.
Fine Coif Links. Shaded Ave's.

Winter Park, Florida.
Ad for Rollins College, 1907

With very special thanks to Jane F. Fletcher, former Archivist, and
Mannee Rawa, Assistant in Archives. Thanks also to Donna
Janeczko, freelance cinematographer and film producer; Marilyn
Anderson, Reference Librarian; and Jack C. Lane, Weddell
Professor of History.

PROFILE

guess I'm one of the oldest
Florida crackers to have
attended Rollins," said Bert
Pheil Bobbitt, Class of '24. "I was born
on Friday the 13th in December of
1900. Rollins is only 15 years older than
I am!"
As we visited with Bert at her ranch
in Inverness, Florida, she spoke
proudly of her heritage and vividly
recalled every detail of her past. This
was an appropriate place for her to tell
her life story; for it was in Inverness in
1881 that her grandparents
homesteaded land, having traveled to
Florida from Pennsylvania by covered
wagon. Her father planted groves on
this land and was successful until they
were destroyed by the Great Freeze in
1895, and although this forced his
subsequent move to St. Petersburg, he
held on to the property and returned
there often with his family. It is in
Inverness that Bert has spent many of
the best times of her life.
Bert's talent as a natural-born
swimmer surfaced when she was a
young girl, and she used this talent in
high school to operate her own
swimming school and swim
competitively. In 1913 she trained for

"I

BERT PHEIL
BOBBrTT:
Rollins Pioneer

the 1914 Olympic games, which were to
be held in Germany but were cancelled
because of the first World War. She
swam in Florida's first state high school
meet, for the 1919 Southeastern Title,
which was held at Rollins College.
"When we arrived at the meet, we
were told that our bathing suits were
not acceptable," recalled Bert, "so we
spent much of the night sewing bras
and stockings onto our suits so we
could participate." She was captain of
the team that went on to win the title,
and still proudly wears the watch she
received at that event.
It was at that state meet at Rollins
that Bert was "discovered" by Dean
Robert Sprague and Athletic Director
Ray Greene—"They came to St.
Petersburg and told me I could come to
Rollins tuition-free if I would also coach
the swim team." She accepted their
offer and entered Rollins in 1920. Bert
was a member of the swim team as
well as its coach, and active in crew,
basketball and the glee club. As a
student she also wore the hat of
The "natural-born swimmer' pictured at the
1914 Olympic tryouts.
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My best friends are old Rollins friends,
many of whom I met when I was
invited back to Rollins to join the Pi
Beta Phi national sorority in 1929. We
get together every year."
Bert married Walter Pearson Bobbitt
in 1925 and with him started the
Bobbitt Company, a concrete, brick and

I killed a rattlesnake once,
skinned it and cooked it for
dinner. My husband
wouldn't eat it, but I
thought it was pretty good!

Bert the student, swim coach and Assistant Dean
of Women relaxing on the Rollins dock, 1920-21.
Assistant Dean of Women. She told us
that the Dean of Women, Ma Barrett,
"loved to sleep and leave me to stay
up until every last girl was in. It was
my job to see that the girls signed in
and out. I have to confess, I used to let
several girls crawl in through my
window after hours!"
Bert also told us about the hurricane
that hit Rollins in 1921. "I remember it
hit while we were in the Beanery and
we had to stay there for hours. The
McKay girls, whose parents lived in
Tampa, and I paid a boy to travel on
his motorcycle to see if our families
were still there. The news had reported
that everyone in that area was gone,
but the boy found our families safe and
sound. After the storm, all the students
helped clean up the campus. It was a
mess."
"We weren't allowed to smoke or
have cars in those days," said Bert
when asked about the social life at
Rollins in the '20s, "but we managed
to have fun anyway!" She remembers
many trips to Daytona Beach—"It took
us hours to get there. We used to
watch car racing on the beach."—as
well as canoe trips, canoe races, and
Rollins picnics held at the Family Tree
across Lake Virginia.
Although she was forced to leave
Rollins after only a year and a half
because of her father's death and her
mother's serious eye surgery, Bert has
many fond memories of her Rollins
days. "I've always loved Rollins," she
said, "and I visit it whenever possible.
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block company which provided material
for some of the largest buildings on
Florida's west coast, including the
famous Don Cesar. She inherited 38
acres in Inverness from her parents, on
which she and her husband started a
small ranch in the early '40s. Later, she
purchased an additional 92 acres. "I
grew up a true Florida cracker," Bert

said. "My family always loved the
land. We spent a lot of time on the
property hunting and enjoying the
beauty of nature. I've eaten rattlesnake,
alligator, gopher and turtle. I killed a
rattlesnake once, skinned it and cooked
it for dinner. My husband wouldn't eat
it, but I thought it was pretty good!"
Bert's husband passed away
unexpectedly in 1956. They have one
son and one grandson.
It is obvious that the land at
Inverness is very special to Bert, and at
age 84 she continues to make the threehour drive from St. Petersburg, alone,
once a month. During a typical day at
the ranch she walks for miles, checking
up on her cattle and picking cactus
along the way. This refreshingly downto-earth woman has an infectious
pioneer spirit, and her "one day at a
time" approach to life has certainly
paid off! E
With special thanks to Marjory McMichael
Pickard '30.

1984-85
TOTAL GIVING REPORT
GIFTS FOR CURRENT OPERATIONS (THE ROLLINS FUND)
Alumni
$370,236
Friends
231,357
Parents
93,047
Corporations
187,681
Foundations
93,200
Associations
8,870
Bequests
6,345
$990,736
TOTAL
OTHER GIFTS
Advance Capital Gifts
Cash, Securities, Pledges,
Trusts and Life Income
agreements
Gifts and Grants for
Current OperationsRestricted programs
Gifts-in-Kind
TOTAL
GRAND TOTAL 1984-85

$6,914,338

683,103
182,515
$7,779,956
3,770,692

If you would like to receive a copy of the 1984-85 Rollins College Annual Report,
please contact the Vice President for Development and College Relations, Campus Box 2754, Rollins College, Winter Park, FL 32789; (305) 646-2284.
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BOOKS
BUYING THE NIGHT FLIGHT
By Georgie Anne Geyer, Delacorte
Press/Seymour Lawrence, New York, © 1983.
"There is no buying the night flight, with
its hundred thousand stars, its serenity and
its movement of sovereignty."
—Antoine de Saint-Exupery

In 1960 Georgie Anne Geyer joined
the Chicago Daily News as a cub
reporter and determined almost
immediately that she wanted that
glamor job of newspapering: foreign
correspondent. It was a time when
women worked on women's pages or
the education beat, when only a
relative handful of American
newspapers (1000 or so) had a foreign
reporter on their staffs. It was more
than ambitious for the new kid on the
block when men like Mike Royko and
Bill Newman worked the city room and
"women in the news room were as
rare as a teetotaler."
Learning practical politics, strategy,
and "how one moves tactically in the
world" on the tough streets of South
Side Chicago, Georgie Anne was
influenced, too, by such "strongminded, determined, idealistic,
politically sagacious women" as Jane
Addams of Hull House, Edith
Hamilton, and "the conscience of
Chicago," Jessie Binford. Jessie
Binford's own introduction to Jane
Addams provided Georgie Anne with a
ground rule for her life of reporting.
"Straight from the cornfields of Iowa,
I said to Miss Adams, 'I want you to
tell me what I am to do.' And she said
what seemed to me the most wonderful
introduction for a young person, 'I
wouldn't do anything if I were you for
a while. Just look around and get
acquainted, and perhaps you'll think of
something to do that none of the rest
of us have ever thought of before.' "
Georgie Anne's journalism education
at Northwestern was based in the
broad spectrum of liberal arts: "If
anything allowed me to know cultures
in a special way later on—and if
anything helped me to form the
judgment necessary for making quick
and right judgments on events, it was
this much-maligned 'liberal arts'
education. There is no shortcut, and

why, with all the joys of learning
history with all its passions, should
there be? You've simply got to know
everything if you are to be a good
journalist, and in particular you have
got to know how this race of man
made its way to those of us today who
are suffering over the same dramas and
joys and tragedies that men and
women have always known."
"Not a journalist and certainly not
'media,' " she certainly was a good
reporter. It was a time of radicals and
conservatives, The Woodlawn
Organization, and Mayor Daley's
machine. She initiated and got printed
the first series on a black community
ever published by a Chicago paper. She
received a grant for six months' work
in Latin America, and became fluent in
Spanish, a proficiency which made her
bold enough to insist she was the
logical reporter to go to Central
America in 1966 when Guatemala
became the hotbed of revolutionary
action.
"What do you ask a revolutionary?"
Following the underground guerrilla
movement, Geyer learned a lot about
revolutionaries and the surreptitious
conduct of the "clandestine affair"
which thrills moviegoers. "You make
the contact, you behave correctly, you
let yourself be known, you are as
honest as humanly possible—if only
because the slightest suggestion of guile
will immediately destroy the project
and put you in danger." And there
were moments of rather fearsome
humor. The proud FAR who denied
vehemently that they accepted money
from Cuba to support their action.
"Haven't you read about our bank
robberies and kidnappings? We're
entirely self-supporting!"
"Nerves whizzing and singing, blood
flowing," Geyer went from Guatemala
to South America's Peru, to the Middle
East and exotic cities of Khartoum,
Bhagdad, to Salvador, Beirut, and Tel
Aviv. For every "high" there was a
balancing "low," it seemed. Late night
meetings, chasing down stories in
strange lands, playing the game but
never forgetting "you're not playing
games."
"In 1969 I entered the world of
international terrorism. Never had I
seem a chasm of misunderstanding
such as this one. How do you analyze
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guerrilla or terrorist movement? How
do you tell the difference between
them? How do you separate necessity
from brutality? How much do you
forgive and how do you survive?"
Studying countries, developing new
sources, enduring dangers and
discomforts, grueling hours and
personal sacrificies . . . only a part of
achieving success. "It is the ability to
wait and outwait . . . patience . . .
'hanging around' " and being there
when the story breaks, when the leader
finally shows up, when the unexpected
happens.
When terrorists held and finally
murdered the American Ambassador
and charge along with a Jordanian and
two Arabs in the Saudi embassy, Geyer
was among those with the young
marine who said, tears in his eyes, "I
think they just zapped my boss."
When Jihan Sadat, the Egyptian
president's wife, agreed to give her first
interview to a Westerner in 1971, it was
to Georgie Anne Geyer.
With incredible patience and a fine
instinct, Georgie Anne managed to
arrange interviews with Fidel Castro,
Salvador Allende, King Hussein, Yassar
Arafat, Anwar Sadat, and in France,
the Ayatollah Khomeini. The accounts
of these meetings make fascinating
reading, the getting of the story as
fascinating as the story itself. According
to Mike Royko, "... her name on the
story means we're getting the best."
Her name on this book likewise is a
guarantee. "Good biography," says
President Matina S. Horner of Radcliffe
College in the Foreword, "can create
for us lifelong models . . . encourages
us to persist, to face hardship, and to
feel less alone." Not too many of those
who will read avidly Georgie Anne's
account of her 25 years in newspapering at home and abroad will aspire to
being a foreign correspondent; but the
book is about more than a job—even
though she sees the job as an
important link in the world's peoples:
"If we correspondents are anything, we
are couriers between cultures, carrying
messages from people to people." The
book is about choices, life choices. "I
thought about a lot of things . . . about
what I had given up for this life, about
the joys and comforts of the other life
of home and family and predictable
love . . . about how the women of my
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generation who had taken this other—
this night—flight had had to do it all
alone . . . And then I thought about
the other joys and rewards. SaintExupery is right that there is no buying
(the night flight), no matter how you
try. It is something you can only earn,
something you find only for yourself,
create only for yourself, and ultimately
interpret only for yourself. It goes only
to those willing to risk their comfort
and their lives and their sacred honor
for it. In this, as in so many aspects, it
is like a very great love—and everyone
has some of the night flight inside
herself."
Geyer's book, subtitled "Autobiography of a Woman Foreign Correspondent," is one of the Radcliffe Biography
Series of "lives of extraordinary
American women," appropriately
sponsored by an institution dedicated
to the higher education of women. It is
not "just a woman's book," but it has
something very special to offer to
women readers.
In 1982 Georgie Anne Geyer visited
Rollins College as a guest lecturer. She
has remained a correspondent and
friend to the College and wrote about
the college community in her
syndicated column for Universal Press
Syndicate. She makes frequent
television appearances on Washington
Week in Review, Meet the Press, and
Firing Line, and is the author of several
books. 11
by Connie K. Riggs

El Salvador:
America's Next Vietnam?
by Steffen W. Schmidt '65, Documentary
Publications, Salisbury, North Carolina,
©1983.
The events in El Salvador, once a
topic of intense media interest,
have faded recently from the headlines.
Nonetheless, the tragedy of murder,
exploitation and internal war continue
to plague that country. Steffen
Schmidt, a 1965 graduate of Rollins and
currently a professor at Iowa State
University, has completed a book
designed to provide even the
uninitiated with a good sense of the
issues, conflicts and the context of the
struggle in El Salvador.
Schmidt generally avoids academic
jargon in giving us a straightforward
account of the development of a society
wracked by social change. I found the
contextual richness provided by a
number of vignettes and cultural
anecdotes to be refreshing and
interesting. We get a sense of living
each day with a debilitating fear of
violence and death, develop a distaste
for the casual cynicism of
"development experts" from abroad,
feel the anguish of losing a loved one
to random acts of terror and better
understand the commitment of a
radicalized clergy.

FALL ALUMNI EVENT SCHEDULE
September 21

Alumni Board Retreat, on campus

September 28

Central Florida Alumni Club aboard the Star of Sanford

October 5

Central Florida Alumni Club, Young Alumni Pool Party,
Alfond Pool

October 6

Florida Gold Coast Alumni Club, Miami Dolphins vs.
Pittsburgh Steelers, Orange Bowl, Miami

October 16

Central Florida Alumni Club Luncheon, Langford Hotel,
Winter Park

October 18

Annie Russell Theatre Opening, Joseph and His Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat, and reception, on campus

October 31November 4

Centennial Celebration, on campus

November 13

Atlanta Area Alumni Club event, location to be announced

Alumni events in Boston, Chicago, New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Sarasota,
Tampa/St. Petersburg, Washington D.C., and other cities will be announced.
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But more than these interesting
stories, Professor Schmidt offers a
useful account of the historical
background and a detailed discussion
of the contemporary manifestations of
the crisis. We learn about the shifting
economic tides of the 19th and 20th
centuries, the longstanding patterns of
political instability, repression and
violence, the tradition of a reformist
military, and the disintegration in the
1970s of a society pressured by
overpopulation, rocked by external war,
and shaken by world economic crisis.
I found especially useful the
discussion of the political positions of
revolutionaries, liberals and
conservatives. Here, Schmidt
demonstrates the way that ideology is a
partial truth turned into a total vision
of reality, a perception fixed upon one
piece of evidence to the exclusion of all
others. Thus, those of a conservative
persuasion are forced to confront the
inescapable political reality produced by
savage repression and staggering
inequalities of ownership of productive
resources. Those of a more liberal
viewpoint encounter strong arguments
against the feasibility and effectiveness
of a moderate program of land reform.
As always, there are areas that, based
upon the reader's special perspective,
could be enhanced. For instance, a
detailed examination of El Salvador's
economic and political difficulties in
terms of the immense problems of
operating successfully on the periphery
of the world economy would have been
helpful. Also, in spite of considerable
discussion of a reformist solution to the
crisis, we could have been given a
clearer picture of those groups and
their political and economic interests
who favor a reformist direction. We
might then be in a better position to
judge the assertion that a reformist
posture is unlikely to succeed in
bringing El Salvador out of its morass.
This last point, which represents the
central theme Schmidt wants to
convey, might be criticized by those
who would point to the recent evidence
of stabilization and growing strength of
a moderate government. However,
Schmidt makes a strong case that
whatever the interim improvements, in
the long-run a more radical regime is
likely to emerge. This is not a view
designed to please many people, but it
is certainly well worth our
consideration. (S
by Dr. Thomas D. Lairson,
Associate Professor of Politics

DOLLARS & SENSE

never dreamed it would be
possible to have my cake and
eat it, too." Kathleen Johnson
'62, MBA '66, made this discovery
when she gave part of the proceeds
from the sale of some highly
appreciated land to Rollins and in
return the College made a commitment
to pay her income for the rest of her
life. The plan she chose is only one of
several the College offers, which unlock
appreciated assets while avoiding or
reducing capital gains tax, lower
income taxes, increase spendable
income and provide professional
investment advice at little or no cost to
the recipient—while enabling the donor
to make a satisfying investment in the
future excellence of Rollins. Through
this combination of happy
circumstances, people of relatively
modest means may become
philanthropists without undue personal
sacrifice.
Kathleen Johnson decided to study
for a college degree after working in an
office and then running a poultry farm
with a friend. Although she was
beyond the usual college age, much
rarer in 1958 than it is today, she
received careful counseling from Rollins
on how to obtain the credentials she
needed for admission. After she
enrolled, the College adjusted its billing
schedule so she could pay each month
when her egg money checks arrived.
She earned high grades while
continuing to operate her business,
graduated with a major in business
administration and economics, and then
successfully completed her MBA at
Rollins. When she and her partner
phased out their poultry business, Miss
Johnson taught accounting and
business studies at Orlando Junior
College and the University of Central
Florida.
After her early retirement from
teaching, Miss Johnson attended
financial planning seminars at Rollins
and the Financial Luncheon Group,
which Rollins co-sponsors. When she
was offered an extremely advantageous
price for a portion of the land on which
she still resides, land which had cost
$100 an acre in 1952, she remembered

"I

How To
Give the
Vine
and
Keep the
Fruit
By The Rollins
Taxwise Giving Committee

from the Rollins seminars that setting
up a charitable remainder trust is an
excellent means of avoiding
unnecessary taxes. The windfall could
provide security in her retirement
without jeopardizing her financial
position, and also make possible a gift
to Rollins in gratitude for its earlier
consideration.
Miss Johnson consulted an attorney
specializing in estate planning, who
agreed with her idea. A portion of the
proceeds will provide a life income plan
paying 6% of the trust assets as valued
annually. The investments are planned
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to earn considerably more than 6% and
the excess will be added to the
principal, thus providing growth and a
hedge against inflation. The charitable
deduction for her gift helped to offset
the capital gain from the property she
kept in her own name. The charitable
remainder trust will have professional
management and the assets are
protected from unscrupulous
individuals who may prey upon older
people. She has designated her gift for
the College's humanities endowment so
it will qualify for matching by the
National Endowment for the
Humanities, which has offered Rollins a
challenge grant.
Another surprised benefactor is
Kenneth Curry '32, who inherited an
orange grove from "his father. Even
though Dr. Curry spent his entire
career as a professor of English at a
major university in another state, he
kept the grove and employed a citrus
cooperative to look out for it. He had
planned to leave the grove to Rollins in
his will so that ownership of the
property would always stay in Florida.
After a disastrous freeze, it was clear to
him that the land would have to be
replanted or sold. He discovered that
the acreage that had been valued at
$20,000 when he inherited it many
years ago was now worth several
hundred thousand dollars. A member
of the Rollins Taxwise Giving
Committee suggested that Dr. Curry
consider accelerating his intended
bequest by making a life income gift.
He found the advantages
overwhelmingly attractive. By deeding
the property to Rollins he avoided all
capital gains tax. The proceeds of the
sale by the College would be invested
in a charitable remainder trust which
would pay him quarterly income for the
rest of his life, after which the principal
would pass to the College, as he had
originally intended. He would receive
an income tax deduction he could carry
over for as many as five additional
years. His spendable income would be
increased because of tax savings for six
years and because he would receive 8%
of the trust assets as valued annually
for the rest of his life. This represented
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Kenneth Curry '32

I am certain I could not
have obtained as good a
price; real estate
transactions are filled with
traps for the unwary and
unsophisticated.
a considerable improvement over the
income stream from the grove, which
many years only broke even. Since he
is a resident of another state, he also
avoided the problem of negotiating the
sale of the property from a distance.
As Dr. Curry wrote to President
Seymour, "I am delighted that things
have worked out—far beyond anything
I ever imagined—so that I have been
able to make the gift. I strongly believe
that the College is a far, far better

negotiator of conditions and terms than
I could ever have been . . . real estate
deals are filled with traps for the
unwary and unsophisticated." Best of
all, he has the satisfaction of making a
major gift while he is still here. Since
he has devoted his career to research
and teaching, Dr. Curry wishes his gift
to strengthen the academic program of
Rollins when it is released.
Perhaps you have been considering
making a life-time gift to Rollins or
have remembered the College in your
will. With pending changes in tax
legislation, it may be to your advantage
to give the vine and keep the fruit
before the end of 1985, as Kathleen
Johnson did, or accelerate a bequest, as
proved to be advantageous to Kenneth
Curry. Or you may own appreciated
securities which are paying low
dividends and would like to increase
your income without paying capital
gains tax. These life income plans can
include yourself and also a family
member or friend or two beneficiaries
other than yourself. Let us tell you how
you can benefit from a Rollins life
income agreement. Please write to the
Tax wise Giving Committee (be sure to
include your birthdate and those of
intended beneficiaries and a brief
description of the property you might
use to fund a gift), Rollins College,
Campus Box 2724, Winter Park, Florida
32789, or call Elizabeth Brothers,
Associate Vice President, at
305-646-2606. Information will be
cheerfully provided and, of course, you
are under no obligation to proceed with
a gift.

While running a poultry farm, Kathleen Johnson
'62 paid her way through Rollins with her
monthly egg money.

I never dreamed it would
be possible to have my
cake and eat it, too.

TAXWISE GIVING COMMITTEE:
Marion Haddad Brown '73, C.P.A.;
Christopher Clanton '68, Trust Officer;
Sara Harbottle Howden '35, Civic Worker;
Warren C. Hume '39, Trustee and
Business Executive; Michael L. Marlowe
'65, Attorney; Robert F. Stonerock '41,
C.P.A.; Harold A. Ward, III, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees and Attorney;
M. Elizabeth Brothers, Associate Vice
President. 11

"ROLLINS CENTENNIAL SKETCHBOOK"
I would like
poster(s) at the special Centennial price of
$18.85 each and
poster(s) specially signed by three Rollins
presidents at $100 each. Add $1.00 for postage and handling.
Name
Address
»

TTf

City

State

Zip

Phone
Mail to: Alumni House, Campus Box 2736, Rollins College, Winter Park,
Florida 32789. Checks should be made payable to Rollins College.

UPDATE
KEY
If alumnus/alumna graduated from any
Rollins program other than the full-time
undergraduate day program, the program
is indicated in parentheses after the
alum's name, using the following
abbreviations:
DCE—

Division of Continuing Education
(formerly School of Continuing
Education)
PAFB— Patrick Air Force Base Branch
SEHD— School of Education and Human
Development (formerly Graduate
Program in Education)
MSCJ— Master of Science in Criminal
Justice Degree Program
CR—
Crummer Graduate School of
Business

-i I Marjorie Rushmore O'Hara writes
*-* -~- I that she has given up trying to
keep two houses and has moved to Florida
permanently. All of her friends can find her
in Boynton Beach year 'round.

33

Jeanne Bellamy Bills was one of
three persons awarded The Miami
Herald's "Spirit Among Us" trophy for
outstanding community service by
employees or retired employees. The trophy
was presented on May 19, 1985.
Eleanor Morse Hall writes: "Had a
great get-together at Guilford and
Carol Smith Galbraith's in Dallas. We were
joined by James Holden '36 and his new
wife, Nelda."
/\/ In March and April, John Liberman
-*-^— and his wife June drove to New
Mexico via North Carolina and Arkansas to
visit old friends. On the return trip, they
spent an hour with Marlin Perkins of Wild
Kingdom fame. They had met Mr. Perkins
on a previous trip to Nepal. In May and
June, John and June spent four weeks in
England, hiking in Exmoor, Yorkshire Dales,
and Lake District National Parks. In the
latter they climbed Scafell Pike, the highest
mountain in England and Helvellyn, the
third highest. They also spent a week in
London. Back at home, they are still active
in hiking and walking with the New
Hampshire Trail Crew and are also cochairmen of the Newport Blood Mobile
program.
^11 Marilyn Meckstroth Pearson writes
V^V/ that she is a proud grandmother for
the first time: Christina Lynn was born to
son Jay Pearson and his wife, Debora, on

June 11, 1985. Pat Van Sickle Magestro has
assumed the role of Professional Inservice
Bureau Coordinator at Cardinal Stritch
College. The bureau is responsible for taking
courses on site that help meet the needs of
teachers.
R1 R. Scott Witherell has accepted the
^J ■*- position of Director of Personnel at
Rollins effective August 19, 1985. Scott is
leaving United Telephone Company of
Horida, where he was Employment and
EEO Manager, Assistant Vice President for
Personnel, and Vice President for Industrial
Relations. He has thirty years of experience
in personnel. Welcome back to Rollins,
Scotty!
^V»J Ronald J. Terpak has been
^ S appointed to the Board of Trustees
of the University of North Carolina at
Charlotte by James G. Martin, Governor of
North Carolina.
f^l I Robert B. Stewart, Vice President
v^V-^ of Marketing for Landmark Union
Trust Bank, was named to the St. Petersburg
City Council as District 5 Councilman. He is
a current member of the City Council
International Relations Committee and of the
Board of Trustees for the city's Leisure
Services Foundation, Inc.

/[ I Jeffrey W. Weaver, Ph.D., his wife
' '-' and three daughters recently moved
to Downer's Grove, Illinois, where he was
named superintendent of the 4,000-student
suburban Chicago grade school district. Eric
Gardner received an MFA degree from
Columbia University in June of 1972. He
founded Panacea Entertainment
Management in 1974, and currently divides
his time among homes in Hollywood, New
York, and London. James C. Badger (DCE)
has formed Badger Associates, Inc., a
management and consulting firm based in
Dallas. Ellen Weissman Reed sends news
that she is now a psychiatric nurse clinical
specialist with a master's degree and
certification in psychiatric mental health
nursing. She is married and has two sons,
age 16 months and 5 months. She would
love to hear from other Phi Mus.
/\ Amy Ingersoll Beauchamp writes
' ■*- that she and her husband had their
first child, Travis McAUister, July 29, 1984.
Amy has curtailed her acting career in favor
of motherhood.

p* y Atwood Westmoreland was
>-'»■ I remarried February 5, 1982 to
Claude G. R. De Wandeleer of Jambes,
Belgium. Her first grandchild, a boy, was
born November 9, 1984. Atwood is teaching
second grade in Tempe, Arizona.
f-\(-\ Gerry Langford Loudermilk has
yj^J been elected President of the
Executive Association of Greater Orlando for
the 1985-86 term. Gerry is the only woman
to have been elected president of that
organization.
f*/ Stanley J. Loss (CR) has just
2Z.'
completed two consulting
assignments with the Societe Hotel Et
Touristique Mheni in Sousse, Tunisia, and
Industries Mechaniques Maghrebines in
Tunis, Tunisia, as a volunteer executive with
the International Executive Service Corps.
IESC was organized in 1964 by a group of
American businessmen headed by David
Rockefeller to help owners and practitioners
of private enterprise in developing countries.
IESC recruits experienced executives to
volunteer for short-term assignments abroad
as management advisers to private
enterprise of almost every description. Loss,
who was accompanied by his wife Marie, is
retired manager of financial operations, Data
Systems Division, Martin Marietta Corp.

THE ROLLINS ALUMNI RECORD

CLASS-IFINDS
It's 1985. Do you know where
your freshman roommate is? Your
biology lab partner? Your first date
for a grove party?
The Rollins Alumni Record wants to
help you get in touch with missing
Rollins friends. Drop your messages
and queries to:
Class-ifinds
Box 2736
Rollins College
Winter Park, FL 32789
And help your old classmates keep
in touch with you, too. Tell us what
you're doing now.
It's 1985. Does your R.A. know
tow
where you are?
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// The 100th anniversary issue of Good
' ^* Housekeeping magazine cites Glenda
Hood in its "100 Young Women of
Promise."

73

Randy '71 and Andrea Boissy Lyon
have a new addition to their family.
A son Austin, was born May 27, 1985.
Robert '74 and Deborah Darrah Morrison
had their third child, Emily Anne, on April
19, 1985.
J /\ Patti Lindsey Harris and husband,
' -*- David, announce the birth of a son,
David Joseph, III, on January 25, 1985. He
weighed 7 lbs. 15 oz. The May 1984 issue of
Good Housekeeping names Adis Vila as one of
"100 Young Women of Promise." Peter '77
and Joyce Fowler Sharp announce the birth
of their second son, Stephen Wescott, on
February 8, 1985. Mark and Andrea Ellison
Cherny and daughter Lisa, two years old,
welcomed their newest addition, Amy
Candace, on May 20, 1985. Nancy Morgan
Kribs (DCE) is involved in two businessesSun State Realty and Traditional Design
Assoc, an interior design firm. Eric Von
Jares (DCE) will have his first national article
published this fall in Expecting Magazine. The
article, titled "I Really Shared My Wife's
Pregnancy," is a humorous personal
experience piece.
y y^ Sharon Bazley Brenneman and
• ^-* I husband Bill have a new addition to
their family, David James, born May 8, 1985.

Stephen and Constance Clay Gertsch
announce the birth of their son, Nathaniel
Clay, on October 18, 1984. Brian Tamoney
writes of the birth of his son, Christopher,
on April 30, 1985. Christopher weighed 7
lbs. 13 oz. and was 21 inches tall. Katherine
and Jerry E. Stier (DCE) announce the birth
of their son, Grant Edward, on July 19,
1985. Chris (Schmitt) Casey is stationed in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia with World Vision
International. Chris writes that his job is to
account for commodities between the time
they arrive at port to the time they reach
their destination, and also, to report to the
various governments and donor groups as to
how the food was used and who it went to.
/ r\ Susan Carol Greer was married
* *J I February 4, 1984 to Wilhelmus
Bazelmans in Bristol, Virginia. She is living
in Grand Cayman, B.W.I, and is still in the
travel business. Martin E. Horn recently
wrote and published a book titled "The
Music of the Beatles." He is currently
working on a book about "The Music of
John Lennon." Rick Savid writes that he
and wife, Merla, have two children. Linawa
was born September 8, 1981, and Reid was
born August 25, 1985. Daniel Harvey and
wife Nancy report the birth of their
daughter, Suzanne Arim, on June 10, 1985.
Cyndy D'Alessandro McDonough and
husband, Kevin, happily announce the birth
of their daughter, Laura Lynn, on April 7,
1985. Laura joins a brother, Kevin Michael,
Jr., age two. Cindy writes that she is looking
forward to her tenth anniversary reunion at
Rollins next March. Kevin A. Nelson

Rollins alumni at the wedding of Bruce A. Mills '78: (I. to r.) Patti and Andy Fox '80, Terry
Madigan '80, Craig Crimmings '81, Royce Imhof '80, MM Carrington '80, Nancy and Jeffrey
Scott '78, Lois Sawtelle '81, Stu Sweet '76, and the groom (kneeling).
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(SEHD) has recently been appointed as
Director of Residence Life at William
Paterson College. Kevin is currently enrolled
at NCSU, working on a Doctorate in
Educational Administration.

77

Norman E. Hutchinson (PAFB)
recently signed a contract with
Prentiss-Hall Publishing Co. to write a book
titled "An Integrated Approach to Logistics
Management." Hutchinson works as a
logistics manager at Harris Corp. during the
day and teaches management classes at the
Florida Institute of Technology during the
evenings. James and Cherie Austerberry
Yetter write that their first son, Eric James,
was born on Father's Day, June 16, 1985.
They attended the wedding of Kathy
MacLean to Thomas Swan on May 11, 1985
in Minneapolis. Capt. Johnnie D. Ainsley
(PAFB) has been decorated with the fourth
award of the Air Force Commendation
Medal at Eglin Air Force Base in Fort Walton
Beach, Horida.
7W Nettie A. Olsen has been promoted
• *-* to assistant vice president by NCNB
National Bank. She is assistant manager of
international control. Nettie holds a master's
degree in international management in
banking and finance from the American
Graduate School of International
Management in Arizona. Pamela Stauble
Moths writes that she and husband Howard
have moved to Michigan, where he has
accepted a position as Pastor of
Congregational Care and Education of
Rosewood Reformed Church. Susan
Douglass Sarosdy has joined Cresap,
McCormich & Paget, a general consulting
firm. She reports that she visited with Carrie
Nowak Simonton recently. Carrie owns a
ladies apparel shop in Wilmington. Bruce A.
Mills married Monica Marie Vogel on
December 29, 1984 in Bettendorf, Iowa.
Rollins friends and classmates attending the
wedding included Mimi Carrington '80,
Craig Crimmings '81 (groomsman), Terry
Madigan '81 (groomsman), Lois Sawtelle
'81, Stu Sweet '76, Jeffrey Scott, Andy Fox
'80, and Royce Imhoff '80. Bruce and
Monica are now living in Little Rock,
Arkansas. Alyce M. Robertell was married
to David T. Wise on March 30, 1985. Rollins
friends who witnessed the ceremony
included Barb Vitaliano, Nancy Fowler
Kimbrell, Sarah LaBellman Dooter '79, Joy
Sussman Overend '80, Bonnie Nash '79,
Tracy Strickland '81, Lori Carlman Booker
'77 and Professor Evans. A second daughter,
Kyla Margaret, was born to Charlie and
Peggy Murray Cacciabeve on April 19, 1985.
Kyla's big sister, Katie, is almost two.
7U Carol Graham has joined Gini L.
* •* I Pettus Associates, an Atlanta based
interior design firm, as Art Coordinator.
Carol is currently involved in a major art
collection for an international corporation

Update
us...
so we can update your classmates.
Send us news of your degree, new
job, promotion, move, marriage,
children—anything you'd like us to
include in the Update section
of the Rollins Alumni Record.

Stewart '60

and will be further developing the art
consultation program for the firm. Navy Lt.
Shaun B. Jones graduated May 18, 1985
from the F. Edward Hebert School of
Medicine of the Uniformed Services
University of the Health Sciences. Dr. Jones
is the first Rollins alum and probably first
Floridian to graduate from this school. He is
continuing his medical education in a
surgery internship at the Naval Regional
Medical Center in San Diego, California.
Paul Callaway is a registered physical
therapist and is currently traveling on the
PGA Tour, treating injuries and setting up
golfers on fitness programs. Jim '78 and
Beth Bowers Volkert and 6-year-old Stephen
welcomed Christopher to the family on June
12, 1984. Kathy "Kaje" Johnstone writes
that she was married to Kirt Hibbitts on
November 24, 1985. Letty Gibson was in
attendance. Kathy and Kirt are living in
Greenville, South Carolina, where Kathy
works for Bankers Trust of South Carolina
and Kirt for Jenderson Advertising.

Wl I Susan Harmon announces her
marriage to David Apgar on
February 11, 1984. Joy Parker married
Gregory A. Dever on December 8, 1984 in
Winter Park. Joy and new husband are
currently stationed at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
Antonio Lemus has been awarded the
Certificate in Management Accounting by
the Institute of Management Accounting.
UTJ

W \ Laura Bleckner was married to
v ■*- Douglas Wallace on September 1,
1984. Rollins alums attending the wedding
were Cindy Anderson '80, Alison Cross '80,
Jennifer Dewire, Mary Dowling, John Flynn
'82, Mike Irwin, Tony Amrhein, Marsha
Murray '80, Rita Perini '82, and Preston
Willinghan '79. Laura says it was a calypso
wedding no one will forget. Fr. Joe
Calderone performed the ceremony for the
wedding of Daniel Brennan to Susan D.
Long in Knowles Chapel on December 22,
1984. Rollins friends and classmates in
attendance were Scott Tatum, Jordan
Pritzker '82, Kurt Kleinschmidt '82, Ted

Young '82, and Quent Green '86. Dan
graduated from the University of South
Florida College of Medicine in May 1985 and
is continuing his medical training at USF in
internal medicine. Laura Cummings McCue
writes that she spent this past year
employed at the North Horida Education
Credit Union in Tallahassee. Laura's
husband Michael will graduate from Florida
State in December 1985. They have no
children yet. Russell F. McLatchey received
his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from
Mississippi College on May 18, 1985. Scott
Tatum was graduated from the University of
South Horida College of Medicine May 25,
1985. On June 1, 1985, Scott married Diane
Dimond, MD. He started his residency
training in head and neck surgery July 1,
1985 in Norfolk, Virginia.

News.

Name.
Class _

yiy Lisa Marie Balz tells us she is
**J^~ engaged to Robert Taylor Mills of
Montreal, Canada. Lisa has just returned
from Horence, Italy, where she spent one
year working on her master's degree in art
history. Tech. Sgt. Talmadge E. Ellis (PAFB)
has graduated from the Air Force Major
Command Non-Commissioned Officer
Academy at Kessler Air Force Base,
Mississippi. Ellis is a personal affairs
supervisor with the 3800th Air Base Wing at
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. Lisa Ann
Siewers has changed jobs: she is now with
Foote, Cone & Belding as a network buyer
which is a career improvement for her. She
is now living in Glendale, New York. Heidi
Tauscher graduated from Wake Forest
University School of Law on May 20, 1985.
She is associated with Zimmerman,
Shuffield, Kiser and Sutcliffe in Orlando. We
are told that she plans a trip to Europe in
September. John C. Weckerling is a financial
analyst in the international department of
VDM Nickel Technology in Frankfurt, West
Germany. Toni Tate received an Associate
in Religious Education degree from
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
on May 10, 1985. Ens. Lorena Regis
graduated from Officer Indoctrination School
in Newport, RI in March 1985. She will be
stationed at the Naval Hospital in Long
Beach, CA for the next three years.
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Address.

Is this a new address?
Yes
Phone

No
./.

Occupation

Return to: Alumni Office, Box 2736,
Rollins College, Winter Park, FL
32789.

MOVING? Don't forget to
take the Rollins Alumni Record
with you! Be sure to give us
your new address.
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W ■< John and Lisa Evans Slavens have
W^-/ an addition to the family, a
daughter, Alexandra Hunter, born May 5,
1985. Doug and Polly Smith Roth had a
son, Michael Douglas, on June 20, 1985.
Douglas R. Witchey writes that he has
accepted a job with NCCI in Deerfield Beach
and will be trained as an actuary. Laurel
Stalder tells us that she is engaged to Gary
L. Bookhardt. The wedding is planned for
April 1986. Timothy Carlson graduated in
May 1985 from Drake University with a
master's degree in applied behavior analysis.
He has accepted a job in Parsons, Kansas at
a state hospital for the habilitation of high
functioning mentally retarded children.
Dawn Selover received her MS in speech
and hearing from Washington University in
St. Louis on May 17, 1985. She has accepted
a position as teacher at the Central Institute
for the Deaf in St. Louis. She sends
congratulations to all 1985 graduates. Sgt.
Jerone G. Webb (PAFB) has been awarded
an associate degree in applied science by the
Community College of the Air Force.
Kimberly Roman writes that after living in
Nashville and Los Angeles, she has finally
settled in Dallas for awhile as an employee
benefits representative with Aetna.
W^_ We have heard through the
U~ grapevine that John Wright and
wife had their first child, Helen Michel, on
July 21, 1985. Emily Goss married Benjamin
A. Welch on May 18, 1985 in Dunedin,
Horida. Rollins classmates attending
included Natalee Buchanan '85, David
Gleiter, and maid of honor Sarah Staiger
'86. Pam Coffman won third place for
sculpture in the March 1984 Winter Park
Sidewalk Art Festival. Michael D. Crumm
(PAFB) and Robert M. Printy (PAFB) were
commissioned Second Lieutenants in the
U.S. Air Force upon their graduation from
Officer Training School at Lackland Air
Force Base, Texas. 2nd Lt. Raymond R.
Schmuelling (PAFB) has been decorated
with the Meritorious Service Medal at
Malmstrom Air Force Base, Montana. This
medal is given for outstanding non-combat
meritorious achievement or service to the
United States.
Q R Phillip M. Meadows (CR) has been
U^ promoted to district sales manager
at the Cincinnati Center of Oscar Mayer &
Co. in Cincinnati, Ohio. Melinda Baringer
sends news that she is the new Promotions
Director for W.A.V.E. FM radio in St.
Petersburg and loves it. She also has been
competing seriously on the U.S. Triathlon
series circuit for the past two years. She
sends greetings to her Kappa friends. Amy
J. Jones has joined the staff of the National
Interfraternity Conference, based in
Indianapolis, as executive secretary. Amy
received her bachelor's degree in English at
Indiana University in 1985.
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Book-A-Year
Mills Memorial Library
Rollins College
One of the most enduring and
rewarding traditions of Rollins College is
the endowment of a book fund, in
perpetuity, in memory of or in honor of
a relative or friend. An appropriate
bookplate is placed in each volume
purchased.
Individual donations of $10.00 or more
will be held until at least $250 is reached,
the income from this endowment
purchases a book each year. A gift to
Book-A-Year fund is a thoughtful way to
commemorate a special occasion or
memorialize a family member or friend
while helving to build the Library's
endowment.

Mark and Andrea Ellison Cherny '74, a
daughter, Amy Candace, May 20, 1985.
Jeremy '74 and Marchetta Tate Wood '77, a
son, Jeremy Adams, II, June 7, 1985.
David and Parti Lindsey Harris '74, a son,
David Joseph III, January 25, 1985.
Robert '74 and Deborah Darrah Morrison
'73, a daughter, Emily Anne, April 19,
1985.
Bill and Sharon Bazley Brenneman '75, a
son, Nathaniel Clay, October 18, 1984.
Brian Tamoney '75 and wife, a son,
Christopher, April 30, 1985.
Katherine and Jerry E. Stier '75 (DCE), a
son, Grant Edward, July 29, 1985.
Nancy and Daniel R. Harvey '76, a
daughter, Suzanne Arim, June 10, 1985.
Kevin and Cyndy D'Allessandro
McDonough '76 a daughter, Laura Lynn,
April 7, 1985.
Merla and Rick Savid '76, a daughter,
Linawa, September 8, 1981 and a son,
Reid, August 25, 1984.
Peter '77 and Joyce Fowler Sharp '74, a son,
Stephen Wescott, February 8, 1985.
James '77 and Cherie Austerberry Yetter '77,
a son, Eric James, June 16, 1985.
Charlie and Peggy Murray Cacciabeve '78, a
daughter, Kyla Margaret, April 19, 1985.
Jim '78 and Beth Bowers Volkert '79, a son,
Christopher Dale, June 12, 1984.
John '83 and Lisa Evans Slavens '83, a
daughter, Alexandra Hunter, May 5, 1985.
Doug '83 and Polly Smith Roth '83, a son,
Michael Douglas, June 20, 1985.
John Wright '84 and wife, a daughter, Helen
Michel, July 21, 1985.

MARRIAGES
Susan Carol Greer '76 to Wilhelmus
Bazelmans, February 2, 1984.
(Catherine MacLean '77 to Thomas Swan,
May 11, 1985.
Bruce A. Mills '78 to Monica Marie Vogel,
December 29, 1984.
Alyce M. Robertell '78 to David T. Wise,
March 30, 1985.
Sandal Scarborough '78 (DCE) to James G.
Esch, III, April 7, 1984.
Kathy Johnstone '79 to Kirt Hibbitt,
November 24, 1984.
Susan Harmon '80 to David Apgar, February
11, 1984.
Ruby-Joyce Parker '80 to Gregory A. Dever,
December 8, 1984.
Laura L. Bleckner '81 to Douglas Wallace,
September 1, 1984.
Daniel F. Brennan '81 to Susan D. Long,
December 22, 1984.
Scott Tatum '81 to Diane Dimond, June 1,
1985.
Emily Goss '84 to Benjamin A. Welch, May
18, 1985.

BORN TO
Amy Ingersoll Beauchamp '71 and husband,
a son, Travis MacAUister, July 29, 1984.
Randy '71 and Andrea Boissy Lyon '73, a
son, Austin, May 27, 1985.
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IN MEMORIAM
Marguerite V. Doggett '10, April 10, 1985.
Charles D. Sherman '16, April 9, 1985.
Barbara Sheffield '28, March 11, 1985.
Laura Windsor Mills '33, January 1985.
John D. Moore '36, June 15, 1985.
Aroxie "Roxie" Hagopian '37, July 10, 1982.
Marie Prince Jones '48, notified 1985.
David H. Larsen '49, September 29, 1983.
David B. Andrews III '56, September 20,
1984.
David E. Morrison '60, March 2, 1985.
Jay deWitt Titus '68, June 29, 1985.
Harold E. Long, Jr. '77 (DCE), May 20, 1985.

THE LAST WORD
Middle-aged College Joy

.

by Mallie Rowe DiBacco '62

/ /T A 7 hen you read 'Moby Dick,'
V V think in terms of it being
written on three levels—romantic,
natural, transcendental," said the
professor.
When was the last time you were
told how to read a piece of literature?
And on levels, no less? Certainly, after
all, at my age, surely I know how to
read and interpret a novel, even a
classic like "Moby Dick." Although,
when I think about it, I did describe it
as an adventure story about a crazy
man who went fishing for a very large
white whale. Hmmmm . . .
"In architecture, think in terms of the
Golden Mean and observe the
buildings, homes, and churches you
pass," suggested the art professor.
Do you remember when you really
looked at the architectural structures in
and around your city or, for that
matter, even in and around your
neighborhood and with the Golden
Mean ever mindful? Did you see Ionic
columns, flat pilasters, or a temple
pediment or two? These are questions
that I have been confronted with
recently.
After raising my children and seeing
them securely placed in jobs and in
homes of their own, I decided to go
back to school. My children came very
early in life and my husband and I
made a conscious decision that they
would come first and my education
would come later. I don't look back
with regret at arranging my life as I
have, for there is something to be said
for the school of hard knocks in the
home where a mother practices
psychology, finance, and even becomes
a Dr. Seuss of sorts. This year,
however, my time for returning to
college finally arrived.
I am fully aware that my thoughts
and insights are different than those of

my young classmates. But our thoughts
complement each other. The joy of my
classes seems to be in the mixing of the
ages, with much to be learned from the
different generations. And I am
relishing my old, new-found joyeducation. It is as though a window
has been opened and the fresh, gale
force wind of insight and perspective is
blowing in. Years of dust and cobwebs
are scattering. The trick now is to keep
that dust from settling again.
During my regular evening two-mile
run, shortly after I had begun my
course in architecture, I began to see
and understand more about the homes
in my neighborhood than I have in the
15 years I have lived there.
As a result of my literature course, I
perceive much more about "analysis,"
that is, how a phrase, or even a word
or two, can change an entire meaning
of a passage. Such might be the case in
newspaper columns, which I examine
more intently, as well as in "Moby
Dick," in which Herman Melville
diminishes two characters of comic
relief simply by the choice of namesMr. Coffin and Mrs. Hussey.
All this leads me to wonder—how
much is out there that I know nothing
about? Well, my continuing education
will help me build on that. With
America becoming more and more
gray, education will keep her in the
pink. No, I am not unique in my late
quest for knowledge. The lady who sits
behind me in Humanism in
Architecture was a college student in
the '40s and started back to school
three years ago. She is about to
graduate. Now her eyes just
sparkle. E
Reprinted with the permission of The Baltimore Evening Sun.
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ROLLINS ALUMNI
According to the June 30, 1924, report of the First Trust & Savings Bank,
the income producing endowment of Rollins has passed the $500,000 mark.
It
may be of interest to alumni to note how these funds have been invested by
the Bank which is the official trustee of endowment funds for Rollins:
.BONDS
10 Portland General Electric Co., 5%.-..
G Ogden Corporation, 6%
■.._..
3 Great Northern Railway Co., 5>/a%
3 Ogden Corporation, 6%
.__
3 Indiana Railway Co., 5%
3 Swift & Co., 5% ....
2 St. Louis National Stock Yards, 4%
10 Baltimore & Ohio RR. Co., 6%
21 Morris & Co., 4V2%
20 Northern Texas Traction Co., 5%
19 U. S. Cold Storage Co., 6%
13 Globe Steel Tubes Co., 6%
----4 Grand Rapids Muskegon Power Co., 5%
1 Iowa Railway & Light Co., 5%....
6 Central Mfg. District, 5%
3 Commonwealth Edison Co., 5%_....
.„..
5 Toledo City School District, 5%%
10 Chicago, Burlington & Quincy RR., 5%
3 Kingdom of Norway, 6%
11 Cortland Co. Traction Co., 5%„.
15 Commonwealth Power Co., 5%
_
5 Consumers Gas Co. of Chicago, 5%
5 Peoples Gas Light & Coke Co., 5%
8 Ft. Worth Stock Yards Co., 6%
2 Schenectady RR., 5 %...
10 Union Electric Light & Power Co., 4%%-6 Swift & Co., 5%..
8 Birmingham Railway Light & Power Co., 4^%
4 Deere & Co., 7%% 25 Dickson-Ives Co., 7%%
1 U. S. of A. 1st Liberty Loan, 4y4%
2 U. S. of A., 2nd Liberty Loan, 4Vi%
-7 U. S. of A., 3d Liberty Loan, 4*4%
15 U. S. of A., 4th Liberty Loan, 4%%.
6 Commonwealth Edison Co., 5%......
8 Illinois Pub. & Printing Co., 6%
5 City of Orlando, 5%%
2 City of Eugene, Oregon, 5%
25 City of Toronto, 5%.....
_....
25 Pacific Gas & Electric Co., 5%%25 Peoples Gas Light & Coke Co. 5%
36 Illinois Bell Tel. Co., 5%
3 Lincoln Tel. & Tel. Co., 5%.._
STOCKS
10 Alice Mills, Preferred
1 Belding Bros., Common
_.
6 Belding Bros., Common
6 Belding Bros., Common
5 Belding Bros., Preferred
15 Davis & Lawrence
62 Fellows Medical Mfg Co
NOTES
...
_

-

-

$10,000.00
6,000.00
__..
3,000.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
10,000.00
21,000.00
20,000.00
19,000.00
13,000.00
4,000.00
1,000.00
6,000.00
3,000.00
5,000.00
»__ 10,000.00
3,000.00
11,000.00
15,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
6,600.00
2,000.00
10,000.00
3,000.00
8,000.00
3,500.00
25,000.00
100.00
150.00
650.00
29,350.00
6,000.00
_ 8,000.00
5,000.00
2,000,00
25,000.00
25,000.00
25,000.00
35,500.00
- 3,000.00

_....
—

-

-

._.

_

$500,950.00

Total.

ROLLINS COLLEGE
On Lake Virginia

$ 1,000.00
100.00
600.00
600.00
500.00
1,500.00
6,200.00
86,600.00

WINTER PARK, FLORIDA

Back cover of The Alumni Record, August 1924.

